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Having cervical cancer and undergoing radical hystercctomy is sueh a complicaied
experience that the women develop a wide variety of needs for the protection of their lives.
However, women’s neceds i1 a That context have never been scrutinized from the Thai
perspective. This qualitative study was conducted with the aim of understandiug the nealth needs
of women after the experience of radical hysterectomy. Twenty-onc informants were purposively
selected from women who had undergone radical hysterectomy in Maharaj Nakron Chiang Mai
Hospital. Data were obtained using in-depth interview techniques. Content analvsis was adopted
to analvze the obtained data.

Nine major themes were generated, showing the health needs of women who had the
experience of radical hysterectomy. These 9 themes included: (1) needs for life safety; (2) needs
for relieving discomforts caused by bowel preparation; (3) necds for recovery of physical
functions; (4) needs for information; (5) needs for mental and emotional support; (6) needs for
human respect; (7) needs for maintaining relationships with family; (8) needs for maintaining
sexual relationships with husbands; and (9) needs for financial support and social welfare.

The findings of this study provide more understanding of health needs among women
who have the experience of radical hysterectomy. It is recommended that health care providers

should be aware of the women's needs and provide health care services that assist the women to

achieve their needs.





