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The Thung Ruang Royal Project Development Center has promoted Good Agricultural
Practices (GAP) in vegetable production since 2004, However, the low quality of vegetables
production has been observed, due to physical constraints and farmers’ lack of knowledge and
inappropriate of production technology. Therefore, it is necessary to study farmers’ knowledge
need of GAP on vegetable production. The objectives were to study; 1) farmers’ knowledge and
understanding of GAP on vegetable production under the Thung Ruang Royal Development
Project, Chiang Mai province, 2) farmers’ knowledge need of GAP on vegetable production and
3) problems and obstacles in using GAP on vegetable production.

The study of farmers’ knowledge and understanding revealed that the majority of farmers
knew and understood correctly about GAP on vegetable production, such as meaning of GAP,
water sources use for cultivation, cultivated area, chemical / biological application in vegetable
production, product storage, data recording and management in production process for quality
product. Farmers had incorrect knowledge and understanding in the issues of product
traﬁsportation from plot, pest-free in production process, harvesting and post—hal;\resting handling.

The result on farmers’ practice of GAP on vegetable production revealed that majority of
farmers were able to follow the principle and requirement of GAP in water resources, cultivated
area, and prbduction management for quality product. However, farmers were not able to follow
the principle and requirement of GAP regarding chemical/biological application, product storage,
data recording, production management for quality product, product transportation from plot, pest
and disease-free in production process, harvesting and post-harvesting handling. This was due to
physical constraint, lack of capital and labor constraint.

The result on farmers’ knowledge need of GAP on vegetable production showed that the
most knowledge needed by farmers was about price and market place because the price of
vegetables from the Royal Project Center depended on the price of vegetables in general markets
and majority of farmers did not know the price from other markets beside the Royal Project. The
second mostly needed knowledge was about farm management, production inputs and data
recording. Although majority of farmers had involved in more than two times in GAP training,
farmers still needed more knowledge for applying GAP in vegetable production.

The major problems and obstacles of GAP on vegetable production included insufficient
water resource for agricultural production, disease and pest damage which cause the low quality

and standard of products, price decline, and increasing production cost.





