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Abstract

The pérents of hospitalized children with acute respiratory tract infection are
affected both physically and psychologically. As such, these parents have needs to
enable them to adjust their balance and care for their ill child. The purpose of this study
was to examine the needs of parents of hospitalized children with acute respiratory tract
infection both during their child's hos”bitalization and before hospital disoharge. The
subjects consisted of 60 parents of hospitalized children with acute respiratory tract
infection who were under 5 years of age. The instruments used in the study consisted of
the Demographic Data Form, the Needs of Parents of Hospitalized Children with Acute
Respiratory Tract Infection during Their Child's Hospitalization Questionnaire and the
Needs of Parents of Hospitalized Children with Acute Respiratory Tract Infection before
Hospital Discharge Questionnaire developed by the researcher based on a literature
review. The content validity of the questionnaires were approved by a panel of experts,
with content validity indexes of .90 and .90, respectively. Their reliabilities, using
Cronbach'’s alpha coefficient, were .80 and .95, respectively. Descriptive statistics were
used to analyze the data.

The findings of this study revealed that:

1. The needs of parents of hospifaiized children with acute respiratory tract
infection during their child's hospitalization:

The majority of parents of hospitalized children with acute respiratory tract
infection (€1.7%) had overall needs at the high level. Determining the dimensions of the
needs, parents reported a high level of information needs (98.3%), parental role needs
(96.7%), medical care and nursing care needs (86.6%), emotional support needs
(73.3%), and personal and physical resources needs (51.7%). Determining the items of
the needs, parents indicated the first item that they needed the most in each dimension
were as follows: Need for information: they needed to know the diagnosis and cause of
filness (96.7%); need for medical care and nursing care: they needed to have a doctor

or nurse visited them whenever a child's symptom changed and offer medical and
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nursing care immediately (90.0%); need for parental role: they needed to stay with their
child in hospital (96.7%); need for emotional support: they needed to be informed and
reassured by hospital staff that their child was receiving the best care and to have a
doctor visit bedside and talk to them every time (88.3%); need for personal and physical
resources: they needed to have someone take care of their child in case they had to
leave (68.3%). |

2. The need of parents of haspitalized children with acute respiratory tract
infection before hospital discharge.

The majority of parents of hospitalized children with acute respiratory tract
infection (93.3%) had overall needs at the high level. Determining the dimensions of the
needs, parents reported a high level of information needs (95.0%), parental role needs
(93.3%), emotional support needs (86.6%), medical care and nursing care needs
(78.3%), and personal and physical resources needs (70.0%). Determining the items of
the needs, parents reported the first item that they needed the most in each dimension
were as follow: Need for information: they needed to know the effects of the disease on
their child's growth, development, intelligence, psychology and behavior (93.3%); need
for médical care and nursing care: they needed advice in helping their child such as
febrile convulsion, and respiratory distress while sending their child to hospital (95.0%);
need for parental role: they needed to take care of their child correctly and safety
(91.7%); need for emotional support: they needed to advice from hospital staff about
their child’s iliness and to talk with a doctor about their child's iliness after discharge
(71.7%); need for personal and physical resources: they needed to received financial
support from hospital and to be advised about a hospital near their home which has
appropriate equipment ana staff for their child's treatment (63.3%).

Findings from this study indicated that nurses who care for children with acute
respiratory tract infection should be aware of the importance of assessing the needs of
parents of a hospitalized child and the child after hospitalization especially the
information needed to give appropriate nursing care and to serve the needs of the

parents





