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Accessibility to a resource source is an important indicator of the
quality of life of people in a given area. Based on this concept, this research
was an attempt to observe the patterns of access to the drinking water and alsc
their affecting factors, the socio-economic status and the attitudes of the water
consumers. In seeking for the patterns, two measures of access were
examined, the physical distance and the relative distance.

The research was conducted within the water distribution system area
of the water supply authority in Samut Prakan, where 300 households were
selected as the population samples. The study has found that the main source
of the drinking water of most people was the pipe water at their own home.
Only a small proportion of them consumed bottled water provided at any

convenient stores or by home delivery services. A very small number of them
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drank water bought from a water vending-machine located within the
neighborhoods.

For the pattern of access measured by the physical distance, almost all
of the samples used their least efforts to access to the drinking water sources.
The people who did not drink pipe water seeked for their drinking water
within the radius of a half kilometer from their home locations. In patterning
the access measured by the relative distance, the samples were singled out
into three groups according to the steps of the access. The first group was the
people who had treated the normal pipe water through some simple treatment
processes, like boiling and filtering. The second group was the people who
had made a short journey to buy the drinking water from a vending-machine.
The last group was the people who had accessed to the bottled water source.
This group was considered the least accessible due to their longer step in
accessing to their water source. Among the three groups, the first one the
largest group and the second one, the smallest. The research found that the
socio-economic status exerted no influence on the access patterns but the
attitudes of people towards the quality of water did. So, it is suggested that the
water supply authority accommodate many more water vending-machine in
the community as a water distribution strategy, in harmony with the water

access patterns of the people.



