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The controlling of government affairs is one of the most important
elements found in the democratic form of government based on the
parliamentary system. The purpose is to balance the powers of the legislative
branch and the executive branch. It is also to prevent the cabinet from over
exercising its powers. In addition, the Thai constitution B.E. 2540 provides for
a submission of a motion for a general debate for the purpose of passing a vote
of no-confidence in the prime minister and in an individual minister. If it is
concerned with the misconduct and corruption, it is necessary to lodge with
the President of the Senate a complaint in order to request the removal of the

persons concerned from the office. In the case of the prime minister, such a
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motion has to be coupled with the proposed nomination of the next suitable
prime minister and after the motion has been submitted, the dissolution of the
House of Representatives shall not be permitted.

The main objective for such a change is to strengthen the stability of the
parliamentary system. According to research findings, concerning the two
non-confidence motions debates under the new constitutional provisions, there
have been clear-cut changes in the process and modality of debates in the
positive direction, such as the more systematic preparation of information and
data. However, in the actual voting, there is no indication of any change
concerning the conduct of the members of parliament, which has to conform
to the party-line and discipline. There is no serious consideration of the
opposition cases and accusations, still assuming that the duties of controlling
the government affairs belong to the members of the opposition party only.
Moreover, the hoped-for independent and effective controlling function of the

new constitutional agencies remain only an aspiration.



