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Emergency abdominal surgery is one of the most common operations in Maetang
Hospital, Chiang Mai Province. During an emergency situation, patients have no time to prepare
for surgery. This descriptive study aimed to investigate the nursing care needs and responses of
postoperative emergency abdominal patients. Sample consisted of 30 postoperative emergency
appendectomy patients who were admitted at Maetang Hospital, Chiang Mai Province during
October 2005 to April 2006. Research instrument was an Interview Form, which was composed
of two parts: general data form and nursing care needs and responses of postoperative emergency
abdominal patients form, developed by the researcher based on a review of literature.
The instrument was validated by a panel of experts and the content validity index was 0.92.
The reliability was tested using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient of nursing care needs questionnaires
and responses of postoperative emergency abdominal patients questionnaires were 0.90 and 0.92,

respectively. The data was analyzed using descriptive statistics.

The study results were:

1. The overall nursing care needs were at the highest level (X = 3.53,8.D.=0.71);
When analyzed separately for each aspect, subjects had physiological needs at the highest level
(3(_ = 3,65, S.D. = 0.61) and socio-psychological needs and environmental needs were at a high
level (X = 3.46,3.47; S.D. = 0.78, 0.74, respectively).

2. The overall responses was at a high level (i = 3.29, S.D. = 0.74); When
analyzed separately for each aspect, subjects had physiological needs, socio-psychological needs
and environmental needs were are at a high level (—)Z = 3.34, 3.28, 3.26; S.D. = 0.71, 0.72, 0.78,
respectively).

The findings of the study would raise awareness of nursing care needs and response of

postoperative emergency abdominal patients to plan and enhance nursing care.





