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The purposes of this research forcused on studying the people’s ways
of life in Sakhla Community, Tambon Nakluea, Amphoe Phra Samut Ched:.
Changwat Samut Prakan, Thailand, in order to study beliefs and rituals. to
study values and traditions, and to analyze the concepts of concepts of
culture énd society. The data of this research was collected and classified
Into two sources: primary sources and secondary sources. The primary
sources are the interviews, observations and participations. The secondary

sources are documents, taperecordings, and other materials.

The results of this study indicated that the Sakhla Community had its
origin probably in the Ayudhya period. Its people were engaged in a war
called “Kao Thap War” and the community was named “Sao Kla” for
people’s heroic effort in driving the enemies out of the village. The name
was gradually changed to “Sakhla” up to the present.

Most people in Sakhila Community are descendants from a common
ancestor. They are in the state of being united and pay respect to the elder of
the community. People give faith in Buddhism and believe in supernaturals
which have great impacts on their wavs of life from the past. Some
environmental factors have shaped some traditions but the community
condition is still valid.

The ways of life in Sakhla Community are very simple. Most people
live by the river and earn their living by fishing. They give faith in “I uang
Pho To™ the sacred Buddha image which consolidates the village. They also
preserve their cultural ways of live such as customs, traditions. games.
Although the villagers were influenced in culture more or less in cerfain
localities by the outsiders, they are still old-fashioned. unchanged with the

times, and very generous people.





