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TE 151350
The comparative study of the Thai folk tale “Pla Bu Tong,” or “The Gold

Goby,” in the central and northeastern versions has two objectives. The first one
is to study and compare the general literary structure; the second is to study and
compare the social images of the both regions.

The study shows that there are some similarities and differences in the |
general literary structure in both versions. The plot is generally similar; however,
the details in both versions are slightly different varying with the objectives and

imagination of the tellers. In addition, the differences reveal particular

characteristics in the central and northeastern regions of Thailand such as dialect
and literary style.

The social image that appears in both versions illustrates some common
traits in large community and some distinct traits in the minor groups of people
in each area. The common traits picture Thai society as praising good people,
paying respect to older people, belicving in Buddhism (especially beliefs about
the next life and reciprocal deeds) and believing in the supernatural. As for
cultural aspects, beth versions reflect the unity of people in the community on
the cultural activity, bai sri su kwan - which is a ceremony for newcomers or sick
people to wish them good luck. The occupation in both versions is agriculture
and fishery, which apply to the agriculturzl society of Thailand. The particular

characteristics of the regions in the folk tale are cookery.



