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‘During the first phase of Bangkok's rise to. prominence, the problem

;of manpower shortage was a drucial factor in the revival of the ‘Thai state. .

roilnceehandvstates, and fro different culture and enVironmente._ _

». - This dissertation studies changes within Bangkok society during the
period 1782-1868, concentrating on the state's attemptes to control ‘a

culturally diverse community,‘in order to build up security, and to revive as
we11 -as expand the economic, especially foreign trade which played a vital
A,role during the early Rattanakosin geriod. ‘ '

‘ The result of the research show that the inhabitants  of Bangkok :
:1during this period were all strangers to each other. The government laid down
l;a policy of controlling society through the corvee system as well as through '
’”economic ties which had existed since the Ayutthaya period. The number of

settlers settlements within the city, led to its rapid expansion, and Went
“hand ‘in hand with the trade and economic expansion'of that era. The state

fftried to inculcate certain ideas and principles in controlling the behaviour

T of _people in society. These developments caused by internal social factors,

iiiand the effects of different foreign cultures on.the community, resulted in

~ the ‘unfolding of, and changes in, Bangkok's unifled character.



