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Adoption originated in antiquiiy.lts objective is to give homes to
children without parents and to give childless couples the opportunity to raise
children. Adoptions were usually arranged by the relatives of an adopted child
or by those whe were well acquainted with each others. Nowadays, adoptions
are usually arranged by government agencies. This is especially the case
where the adopted child has been deserted by their birth parcents. An adopted
child who has been raised and nurtured by his adoptive parents is usually
given property by those parents with the hope that they will be taken care of
by their adopted child in their old age.If an adopted child dies intestate and
without a spouse and a descendant, his birth parents, who might have deserted
him, are entitled to inherit his estate. If the birth parent of the adopted child
dies before the adopted child, and the iatter i1s without any relatives, his estate

would be escheated to the State.Though the law provides that an adoptive
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dies before the adopted child, and the latter is without any relatives, his estate
would be escheated to the State.Though the law provides that an adoptive
parent is entitled to claim from the estate of the adopted child the property
given by him and which still exists after the liquidation of the estate, it is still
considered to be unfair to the adoptive parent because the inheritance must be
conditioned upon that the adopted child dies without a spouse and a
descendant.At the same time, the property that can be claimed must be only

the property given by the adoptive parent.

As the result of the foregoing situation. the author has made a study of
the development of the concept of adoption, the meaning of adoption, and the
laws pertaining to adoption and the inheritance rights of the adoptive parents.
In comparing various laws, it was fouud that the legal relationships of the
adopted child and the adoptive parents were almost identical to the
relationships between a child and his natural birth parenis.However, the Thai
Civil and Commercial Code, Section 1598/29 provides that an adoptive parent
does not by reason of the adoption becomes a statutory heir of his adopted
child. Though Section 1598/30 enables an adoptive parent to claim the
property earlier given to the adopted child, it is still regarded unfair to the
adoptive parent. The author is of ihe opinion that provisions of Sections
1589/29 and 1589/30 should be repealed to allow the adoptive parents to

inherit the estate of the adopted child as a statutory heir with the same status

of his birth parents.



