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The right to know information is a fundamental rignt under the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Upon this right, a person has the
right to get access tc official information and to protect himself. At the same
time, this right is deemed as public scrutiny of the performances of
government functions as to be accountability. The present state is different
from the past when most of official documents were kept as confidential ones.
In foreign couniries, the right to know has well been accepted and realized of
importance. Accordingly, the laws on public information were enacted in
America (Freedom of Information Act 1966), in France (Loi n 78-753 du 17
juillet 1978), in Sweden (Frecdom of the Press Act 1766), and in England
(Freedom of Information Act 2000). However, any information which can

affect the security of the State or the rights or safety of people, or any



TE155963

information which is important in each country’s view and whose disclosure
may result in more damages, may be held as exempting from disclosure. In
this case, the State should keep in mind that it has to disclose information as
the main principle and can conceal such information as it is only under the
exception of the law.

The influences of the underlined concept and foreign laws together
with the experiences of Thailand, in the past, relating to distertion of
information to be disclosed to public introduced the concept of the right to
know into Thailand. As the result, this brought about the enactment of the
Official Information Act, B.E. 2540 (1997). Moreover, the right to get access
to official informaticn was guaranteed by the present Constitution in Chapter
on Rights and Liberties of the Thai People (Section 58). Nevertheless, despite
several years of having such law, the law on the right to know is still new for
Thailand. There are many obstacles and problems to be coped with. One of
those is related to organs under the Constitution which are new mechanisms
thereof, The organs under the Constitution are established for the purpose of
political reform in order to achieve honesty, transparency, and accountability
of the government. In other words, the process for scrutiny and balance ot the
performances of government functions are increased. Organs under the
Constitution maintain its own administration which is not under control of
hierarchical system as seen in general public administration. The
establishment of such organs is provided by the present Constitution of B.E.

2540 (1997). This leads to a legal problem in connection with the enforcement



