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After the proinulgation of the National Education Act B.E 2542 and the

Act on Prescribing the Plan and Sequence of Delcgating Authority to the
Local Administration Agency B.E. 2542, there is an increasing expression of
disapproval of the public to let the Tamibon Administration Agency to handle
the education in each locality in the stead of the provincial administration
agency, Bangkok Metropolis, municipalities and the City of Pathava. The
Local Administration Agency used to handle the pre-elementary education in
the form of child center only. Besides, it plays the roles of giving its support
and promotion in line with its authority under the Tambon Council and
Tambon Administration Agency Act, Section 66(5). Whether the Tambon

Administration agency has sufficient caliber to handle it is questionable.
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It is, therefore, interesting to make a close study of the various obstacles of
the Tambon Administration Agency in handling the education of each
locality.

The study reveals the delegation of authority to handle the education
to the Tambon Administration Agency creates quite a numbers of legal
problems and its readiness which will be summarized as follows:

1. The problem related the organizational structure of the Tambon
Administration Agency under the Tambon Council and the Tambon Administration
Agency Act B.E. 2542 which does not prescribe the educational function
within its organizational structure even though there was an organizational
restructuring on November 22, B.E. 2544 establishing the Office of the
Secretary of the Tambon Administration Agency as well as other department
under different names. This can be interpreted that it is possible for the
Tambon Administration to set up a department to handle the education.
However, such a department has not been genuinely established yet. It is
therefore recommended that a department which tasked with the duty to handle the
education should be set up in compliance with the policy of the national
policy on education.

2. The second problem is related to its present dutyr and authority
which provides that the Tambon Administration Agency shall promote and
give support to such areas as educatior, religious and culture. Under Section
67(5) of the Tambon Council and Tambon Administration Agency Act B.E.

2537 (Amendment No. 5 B.E. 2546), therc is nothing mentioned in this
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Section about the handling of education in line with the National Education
Act B.E. 2542 and Section 41 of the Act Prescribing Plan and Sequence of
Delegating Authority to the Local Administration Agency B.E. 2542 Section
16(9); it is therefore recommended that Section 67(5) should be amended to
include the function of handling education, religion and culture.

3. The problem of loophole in the National Education Act B.E. 2542
Section 42 which does not mention the exact period of time for the Ministry
to prescribe criteria and the method evaluation of readiness; it is, therefore,
recommended that the Ministry of Education shouid expedite the setting up
of criteria for the evaluation of the readiness of the Tambon Administration
Agency in handling education or Section 42 of the Act should be amended to
include a definite period time the set up the said criteria so that decentralization of
authority in handling education to the Local Administration Agency could
speed up in compliance with the detail of the transfer of responsibility.

4. The problem related to the readiness of the Tambon Administration
Agency in handling education is the question whether the it has sufficient
knowledge, ability and experience in the management of formal education; it
is recommended that there should an improvement in this area by prescribing
a specific qualification of the Tambon Administration Agency to have the
knowledge in the management of education so that it can cooperate with
Ministry of Education in line with the policy of national education. In the
area of personnel management, finance and supply, manuals in these areas

should be developed though workshop seminar and academic practical
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meeting should be held in order to familiarize the personnel concerned with
the Rules and Regulations of Office of the Prime Minister on Supplies and
Materials. In order to promote the academic quality of the Tambon
Administration Agencies, they should be allowed to participate in all forms
academic activities such as attending various types of educational training and
academic observation. An educational board should be set up by allowing the

Tambon Administration Agency being a member of the school board of

academic.



