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 THANONG  CHANTHAMAT : THE ROLE OF FATHER CHARACTERS IN THAI 

LITERATURE. THESIS ADVISOR :  ASST.PROF.MANEEPIN  PHROMSUTHIRAK,Ph.D.  202 pp. 

 
 This research aims at studying roles of fathers in Thai literature. Three types of 
literature were studied: fables, Jatakas and plays. Sixteen literary works were included in the 
study: Lilit Pralaw, Khun Chang Khun Phaen, Phra Aphai Manee, Laksanawong, Singha 
Kraiphop, Khobut, Mahavessantarajataka, Phrasuthornkamchan, Suthanukamchan, 
Unnaruth, Ramakian, Inao, Chaiyachet, Sangthong, Maneepichai, and Sangsilchai.  

It was found out that fathers in these three types of literature demonstrated 
positive - rather than negative - behaviors. They supported their children’s education, 
profession and love, and handed them their property when it was an appropriate time. In 
addition, they cared for and protected their children, and told them to do good deeds, 
respectively. On the other hand, negative behaviors only appeared in fables and plays, 
examples of which included fathers deserting and harshly punishing children, and caring for 
their own lives more than their children’s lives.  
 When distinctive roles of fathers in three types of literature were analyzed, it was 
found out that fathers in fables and plays played proper roles in every aspect: caring and 
protecting, teaching and advising, helping and supporting, Fathers in Jataka stood out when it 
came to helping and supporting their children. This may be because Jataka are a kind of 
literature that emphasizes especially on ethics of Lord Buddha, and do not focus on 
relationships among family members. Improper roles only appeared in Fables and plays, in 
which fathers acted as enemies to their children. This may be because both kinds of 
literature’s main objective is to entertain the audience: consequently, fathers are both good 
and bad so as to effectively instigate the audience.  
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