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The purpose of this dissertation is a detailed study regarding the ritualistic
belief in ghost of the Thai Song Ban Phai Hu Chang, Amphoe Bang Len, Changwat
Nakhon Pathom, and the influence it has on the daily lives of the Thai Song. The
stuay analyzes the belief in ghost and the ideology behind the rituals performed by
the Thai Song Ban Phai Hu Chang, specifically in the Mu 4 and Mu 5 areas, to
study and understand the daily lives, social structure, and culture of the Thai Song.
Series of data were collected from observing, experiencing, and interviewing of
witch doctors and the community leaders. Related materials were also extensively
researched.

I have divided the study into 3 important and interesting parts, namely:
(1) the historical background of the Thai Song Ban Phai Hu Chang, inclusive of
general and environmental aspects of their houses and temples as well as living
conditions, (2) their belief in ghost and its related ritual performances, and

(3) the influences of their belief as shown in their ritualistic performances on

their daily lives

The result of the study shows the conviction of the Thai Song Ban Phai Hu
Chang’s belief in ghost and the strictness of following the rituals that have been
passcd on through the generations. Performing these rituals is seen to be something
beautiful, showing their loyalty to their ancestors, bringing luck and prosperity to -
those performing the ntuals, and influencing the social control mechanisms and

daily lives of the Thai Song Bar Phai Hu Chang.





