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This study of the politics of water resource focuses on four major
objectives, firstly to explore the management’s policy of water resource from
the past down to the now (B.E. 2544). Then examines the awareness of the
segment of the public regarding the perception and participation in Rasi Salai
~dam project to the people in Rasi Salai, Rattanaburi and Ponsai Districts. In
addition, this study explores the impact of the Rasi Salai’s construction on
natural resource and the environment, finally to study the base of conflicts
between those affected by the project and the government to be criticized
generally in the public and discredit from the various political organizations in

society.
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The research findings, upon the Political Ecology conceptual
framework, are the developmental project of governments are mostly
centralization especially the change in the construction from “rubber dam
project” to a “concrete dam project” incidentally without local participation
from those affected by the scheme. Furthermore, the governmental agencies
are actually lacked of the necessary knowledge in wetland around the Mun
river where is the ecological origin of livelihood folkway for native residents
hundred years ago. The increasing water level has disrupted the relationship
between the villagers and the wetland that known as the “Womb of Esarn”.

The water natural management by means of constructing dams and
reservoirs are the indirect result of the promotion of capitalism because of the’
water level from restoration. The more the water is, the more the modern tools
of fishery will be. Even though the government has been involved the
management of water resources for a long time until now but also a task at
hand upon politician’s interest. That’s why the possibility of water
management policy is too less effective due to a lack of knowledge of the
public’s concerns. Accordingly the community is not united- and ensuing
social problems respectively.

Although the government was accepted to pay the compensation upon
pressure from the ecological movement but it is only the one of methods 1o
defusing and solving the crisis situation. In fact this is also not the absolute
formula, contrarily, it has worsened to the serious problems which is criticized

throughout the society as tae politicized issue.

The environmental movement on the part of local villagers shows out
the essential of natural resource in these local natural resources. It
perspectively warns the people more ecological consciousness, and also ask
lor the balanced~ecology turning for the “Right of Survival”, consuming it
very carefully. The traditions of local community will be harnessed in order to
limit the type of conspicuous that is so characteristic of capitalism as the
Whole. They want to conserve the land of bio-diversity before submit the

sustainable ecology for their posterity perfectly.





