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This thesis aims to study the description of Thai social structure during
early Rattanakosin period as appeared in Thai literature called Sepha Khun Chang
Khun Phan The writer compares characteristics of Thai social structure appeared in
this literature with ones found in historical documents. This is to conclude whether
literature can be used as historical sources. The results yielded from this comparative
study are as follows:

Sepha Khun Chang Khun Phan was newly composed in early Rattanakosin
period but based mainly on story and language derived from Ayuddhaya period.
Therefore, this literature can be used to reflect social condition during Rattanakosin period.

There are two main social classes found in this literature. One is the
governing class, composed of the King, members of royal family, noblemen and monk.
The other is the governed who are commoners, slaves and foreigners. These classes are

similar to what found in historical sources such as royal annals (chronicles), records of
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foreigners, records of each King, The Three Seals Low and academic works which can
be concluded as follows:

The Monarchy

The King is the summit of Thai social structure with highest prestige and is
believed to be the King of Righteousness or Dharmma Raja as well as the Chakravatin
or the Universal Sovereign who can attain this position by merit accumulation. The
King is also believed to be the embodiment of God who has more power than others in
the kingdom. The King has a variety of important duties ranging from protecting the
nation, drafting, enacting and updating laws to being the supreme judge and the
religiyo'u's patron. Besides, the literature also states about income and expense of the
King which are equivalent to those of the nation during early Rattanakosin period.

Members of the Royal Family

Khun Chang Khun Phan tells the readers only about female members of
royal family with close blood relation with the King who play important roles as back
up of King’s success in politic. In order to protect country from being threatened, they
devoted themselves to be the consorts of the kings of other countries. The way the
literature represents only the story of female royal family implies that in early
Rattanakosin period, the King tried to minimize power of his male royal family.
Therefore, the King did not allow them to have much authority in administrating system.

Noblemen

The literature reflects the important role of noblemen as an assistant of the King
in administrating and protecting the country. The literature describes about the title,
position and duty of the noblemen similar to what found in Thai historical documents.
In addition, the literature alsc describes about the governmental departments, the way

the King tries to balance the power of the noblemen, and the rewarding and
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punishment of these officers. These show that the well-being or difficulty of noblemen
depend on only the King. The major contribuiion of this literature is its description of
the way of life of the local officers through 2 main characters; Khun Chang and Khun Phan.
All of these descriptions are similar to what appear in historical sources.

The Sangha

The literature reflects significant roles of the monks in the society. The
monks act as teacher, leader for the religious ceremonies and the moral supporter of
people. They are highly revered and endowed with some prestige such as they are not
enlisted to serve in the army as the ordinary people.

The Commoners or Phrai

The details about living condition of the ordinary people are abundant in
this literature. It explains types of Phrai, method of registering and tattooing and
enlisting commoners to serve in the army. The story also shows relationship between
Phrai and their master or Nai as well as their freedom to choose the way to earn for
their living. This also reflects the expanding trade and money economy of the period.

Slaves or That

Slaves were another social class appearing in this literature which clearly
describes role, status and living condition of slaves. Slaves had to be under his
master’s control until they were able to pay for their freedom.

Foreigners in Thai Society

At the end of Ayuddhaya period and early Rattanakosin period, foreigners
from many countries increasingly migrated to Thailand to live under the King's
protection. Chinese people played the most important economic role in That society.
The term foreigners also includes captives who were forcibly moved from their
respective countries to Thailand during the time of war and were consequently

integrated into Phrai seetion of Thai society.

In conclusion, social classes appearing in this literature can be used as
evidences in studying Thai history during early Rattanakosin period. The comparative
study as done in this research can also be done by using other literatures such as the

Niras or narration of the travelling and Klon Bot Lakom or poetic plays.



