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The Government of Thailand, in the past, was in the monarchy system
with the King as the head of the State. The king possessed the absolute power
over all of his subject. However, all the Thai kings adhered to the Ten Principies
for the Monarch in governing the country. The king could promulgate ant laws
and decide any prodlems that came to his attention by himself. This included the
management and conservation of the natural resources and the environment.

Since B.E. 2547 Thailand has turned into a democratic country under the
parliamentary system with His Majesty the King as the Head of the State. The
King is most revered by his subjects as he always undertakes to look after the
well-being of the people in the rural and arid areas which usually meet with

scarcity of way supply for utilization and consumption due to shortage of



TE 159955

rainfalls. Such situation leads to the Royal Initiative Pak Panang Basin
Development P.oject.

The prcject was initiated by His Majesty the King on September 13, B.E.
2521 and has been carried out since then. His Majesty the King himself has
continuously granted recommendations to implement the Project by suggesting
that “the construction of the water gates should be expedited as they are the key
mechanism in solving fresh water shortage which is necessary for agriculture and
human consumption and the solution to the flooding of cultivated farm land, the
digging and enlarging the drainage canals. Drainage water gates and control
towers should be erected at every tributary waterways to drain the water from the
Project area. A proper boundary for the separation of fresh water from sea water
should be clearly marked. All of these are for the promotion of the quality of life
of the community.”

After the Project has been initiated by His Majesty the King, it has been
implemented by various government agencies, especially the Office of the Ad-
hoe Committee for the Coordination of Royal Initiative Projects which is
considered the key agency in coordinzting with other agencies in contributing to
the success of the Project. Nowadays, new occupations are introduced to the
Project area with the view that the people can stand on their own feet and be able
to take care and conserve the natural resources and environment. In order to
understand the legal problems and the legal measures in conserving the natural
resources and environment of the Project and the role of the local administrative
agencies in relation to the Royal Initiative Pak Panang Basin Development

Project, it is an attempt of this thesis.
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The results of the study suggested that it was beyond the capability of the
local administrative agencies operating within the jurisdiction of the Pak Panang
Basin Development Project under the Royal Initiative to oversee and protect the
natural resources and the environment to perfection. The reason for this is either
the fact that the local administrative agencies were less than clear about their
roles and duty in the protection of the natural resources and the environment or
the fact that they took less than enough interest in what they were doing, both of
which were prompted by some existing legal loopholes where violators were not
duly punished for the negligence of their duty in the protection of the natural
resources and the environment. If there are, however, proper amendments to any
related, existing, or potential future laws regarding the protection of the natural
resources and the environment, it will then be possible for the local
administrative agencies to exercise their power or authority to oversee and
protect the natural resources and the environment legally and appropriately, the
process which is also consistent with the intent of the Constitution.

The thesis has recommended that the Organic Law B.E. 2540 should be
legislated and The Planning and Sequence of Decentralization of Power to the
Local Administrative Agencies Act B.E. 2542 should be amended to improve
the accuracy of the legal measures, roles, power and duty of the local
admirustrative agency as well as a special legislation to regulate the operation of
the Royal Initiative Pak Panang Basin Development Project should be introduced
to produce a more concrete result and as an implementation to the initiation of

His Majesty the King.



