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Abstract | 214675

The purposes of this study, carried out from January to December 2008, were
three fold.Firstiy, it aimed to find out ethnics’ lifestyles,their traditions, belief and
wisdom.Further, it examined the knowledge of the medicinal properties of natural
vegetation.In addition,it investigated their awareness of the prohibited natural vegetation
(taboo plants). The study involved two ethnic groups : Bru ethnic group at Talong and
Wernbuk Villages in Khong Chiam Dis/tn'ct, and Kula ethnic group at Nonyai Village in
Khueang Nai District, Ubon Ratchathani Province.The research methodology included
interview with local experts and experienced villagers to find out their knowledge about
the medicinal properties of natural vegetation, and the review of the prohibited natural
vegetation from previous research. Also, plant specimens were collected and then
identified for their common names, scientific name and family name based on
morphological characters by the dichotomous key and by taxonomists.

For Bru ethnic group, a total of 222 species in 72 families could be utilized. Of
these, about 86 species in 48 families could be used as medicine. Among these, the most
famous family was Leguminosae-Caesalpinioideae family. For Kula ethnic group, a total
of 210 species in 76 families could be utilized. Of these, about 84 species in 47 families
could be used as medicine. Among these, the most famous family was Dipterocarpaceae
family. The results also revealed that the beliefs about the precautions and the use of the
prohibited natural vegetation as medicine of both ethnic groups were similar, especially
those for women in pre- and post-natal periods.

For Bru ethnic group, the interesting species were Spathoglottis affinis de Vriese,
Rhodamnia dumentorum (DC.) Merr. & L.M. Perry, Phyllanthus acidus (L.), Antiaris
toxicaria Lesch. and Schizostachyum blumei Nees. The underground stem of
Spathoglottis affini de Vriese was used to replenish the face and melasma treatment. The
root of Rhodamnia dumentorum (DC.) Merr. & L.M. Perry was for decreasing weight.
The root of Phyllanthus acidus (L.) Skeels, mixed with dry chicken feces, was for those

who want to quit alcohol. The latex juice of Antiaris toxicaria Lesch. was used as a
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poison in hunting. The stem of Schizostachyum blumei'Nec/:s. was used to make local
handicrafts and musical instruments.

For Kula ethnic group, the investigated species were Piper gratum L., Bauhinia
strychnifolia Craib, Thunbergia laurifolia Lindl, Phyllanthus emblica L. and Canarium
subulatum Guillanin. The ground seeds of Piper gratum L. mixed with egg albumin were
applied for face-whitening. The climber stem of Bauhinia strychnifolia Craib was
treated as a medicine and an ingredierif of all Thai traditional medicine. The leaves of
Thunbergia laurifolia Lindl, if kept in the mouth, help reduce alcoholic intoxication.
Interestingly, Phyllanthus emblica L. was placed into a coffin of the dead who believed
in occultism so that the body would burn . The wood of Canarium subulatum Guillaumin

is used as a tom-tom.





