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This research examines how the border town (muang) of Khong Chiam, Ubon

Abstract

Ratchathani province, has been regulated by the central government over the years.
The article finds that the forms of regulation imposed by the Thai state over this border
town have changed over time. Instead of being directly incorporated into the Siamese
kingdoms of Thonburi and subsequently Banakok, the Khong Chiam muang was under
either the rule of muang Champasak or muang Ubon Ratchanthani. Like other small
towns in the region, Khong Chiam was governed by a traditional provincial governor,
the local nobility appointed by the Siamese Kings. Based on traditional rule, the
governor was semi-autonomous. The town paid tribute to the local nobility. The
governor maintained the right to rule, and to tax his own subjects, but part of the
income would periodically be transferred to Bangkok. Later, facing the threat of French
encroachment, what is today Isan was finally consolidated into the Siamese kingdom.
Isan had been left as the kingdom's frontier and served as a buffer zone betWeen
French Indochina and Siam. Khong Chiam as a border muang played a critical role in
enabling the Siamese government to entrench their power on the borderlands against
the French. Around the same time, the newly established thesaphiban administration
system replaced the previous semi- autonomous status of the muang, and transferred
much power from the local nobility to the newly established commissioners of the
monthon, all civil servants appointed by Banakok. The imposition of this new system
sparked local armed resistance, known as the Holyman’s Rebellion, in the early 1900s.
In the emerging global context, muang Khong Chiam has become both a social nexus
and a node of mobile people, commodities, and cultures, the free flow of which is
flexibly regulated by the state in response to the economic liberalization in the
transnational era. Simultaneously, local identities of people on both sides of this Thai —
Lao border are being asserted. However, the smooth regulation of Khong Chiam is
constantly challenged by smuggling, illegal migration and other social problems endemic

to the border.





