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The national policy attempts to increase the budget on research to be not
less than 1.5 per cent of the total budget annually. However, the investment on
research is still very low. The research budget has been distributed to support
research projects through several government research funding agencies. This
present research, therefore, aimed to develop a unified database system collecting
government research projects and do the holistic analysis of the research projects of
the fiscal year 2007, funded through the 7 main funding channels/agencies namely
the National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT), Budget Bureau (BB), Budget
Bureau through NRCT (BB/NRCT), the Thailand Research Fund (TRF), National Science
and Technology Development Agency (NSTDA), Health Systems Research Institute

(HSRI) and Agricultural Research Development Agency [Public Organization] (ARDA).

The INFOMA database system had been developed to collect the
research project information of about 200 units through web-based system comprising
filing, searching, displaying and transferring systems of the data. The important
variables to be collected and analyzed were project title, project head, agency in

responsible, funding sources and amount of budget, etc.
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The analysis results comes from the holistic analysis of the 6900
research projects covering budget of 7 billion baht. The main group of project has
been budgeted by the BB/NRC nexted by NST. The government agency at Ministry
level receiving highest number and budget of projects was Ministry of Education
through the Universities, seconded by the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives.
The agency at department level receiving highest number of project was Thailand
Institute of Scientific and Technological Research (TISTR) mainly budgeted through
NSTDA. Kasetsart University is the university with highest number and budget of
projects. The academic field of research conducted most was Agriculture and
Biological Science and the one with least number of project was Polifical Science.
The proportion of research projects under the urgent issues defined by N_BC was
about 27 percent. The topic found most was health care and protection while the
topic found least was State Security and Tourism. The spatial analysis of research
project showed the centralization of project agencies but a bit decentralization of
project working area. The context analysis indicates that most research projects of
2007 went under 4 major issues of biological technology, molecular technology,
information technology and community/local/ environment context - within the approach

of quality of life, sustainable development and the sufficiency economy.

The analysis of unified data system of the research project reveals several
remarks and hypotheses leading to further developing of national research management.
They are, for examples, redundancy of research topics, lacking of interdisciplinary
concept, unbalancing of research areas-inadequacy of social sciences research or even

overloading of research head, etc.





