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Studies on insecticidal activity were carried out on the eight toxic plants Annona
squamosa Linn. (leaf), Cassia fistula Linn. (leaf and pod), Croton tiglium Linn. (seed),
Duranta repens Linn. (fruit), Eclipta prostrata Linn. (aerial part), Euphorbia hirta Linn.
(aerial part), Fagraea fragrans Roxb. (leaf and fruit) and Tagetes erecta Linn.(flower. The
powdered plants were successively extracted with hexane, chloroform and methanol.
The methanolic extracts were screened for insecticidal activity by using brine shrimp
(Artemia salina Leach.). The extracts of A. squamosa, F. fragrans (leaf), E. prostrata, C.
tiglium and D. repens exhibited toxicity against brine shrimp with LC,, values of 3.09,
18.32, 346.7, 518.80 and 901.57 pg/mL respectively at the end of 6 h contact time. All
methanolic extracts were tested for insecticidal activity using cowpea aphids (Aphis
craccivora Koch.). The extracts of A. squamosa, C. tiglium, F. fragrans (leaf), E.
prostrata, C. fistula (pod), E. hirta and T. erecta demonstrated toxicity against aphids
with LC,, values of 2,089.30 2,238.72 3,019.95 5,248.07 5,508.08 5,754.40 and
6,683.44 pg/mL respectiveiy at the end of 48 h contact time whereas the rest extracts

were inactive.





