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Abstract ' 23 0 9 4 0

This research aims to study Praratchapuccha, a Royal inquiry on Buddhist
problems, in detail and all around the aspects to understand the nature, the role, the
development and the value of Praratchapuccha in Buddhist Society governed by kings
since the Buddha’s times to the period after the Buddha’s times and also the
development of Praratchapuccha in Thai society.

~ The study found 2 aspects of Praratchapuccha, the tradition of Praratchapuccha
and the Praratchapuccha literature: The tradition of Praratchapuccha is a continuous
development and having an important the role in the Buddhist society. In the Buddha’s
times, Praratchapuccha was significant to the establishment of Buddhism. Since
Praratchapuccha among kings, the Buddha and the his disciple makes the kings turned
to respect and support Buddhism, the Buddhism then has resulted in stability. The
tradition of Praratchapuccha is also important to preach and propagate Buddhism since
‘it is considered an intellectual activity that brings an understanding of the Buddhist
doctrine and it was also important to the purification of Buddhism after the Buddha’s
times. Therefore, the tradition of Praratchapuccha has a significant role in the
dissemination of Buddhism.

In terms of literature, Praratchapuccha also plays an important role. The

“Collection of Praratchapuccha is considered one of the literary values since the style of

Puccha-vissajjana (question-and-answer) format is used to proceed and the text is a

commentary prose style consistent with the concept of literature aimed at creating a
clear understanding of the essence of Buddhism. Thereby, the Praratchapuccha
literature contains unity, coherence, and completion for the effective communication.
The Praratchapuccha literature has value as a Buddhist literature, a didactic literature,
and a social historical literature.

Praratchapuccha is fully valued in aspects of both "the tradition of
Praratchapuccha " and "the Praratchapuccha literature."





