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The Criminal Procedure Code (Améndment No. 21 B.E. 2542) was
promulgated on June 27 , 2542 with the essence of which is to improve the
post mortem inquest process to a better standard, to ensure that there is a
check and balances and transparency in using the power between the officials,
to give protection to the freedom of the people and to ﬁrovide justice to the
deceased. The law provides for more complicated actions to be taken and
coordination between different agencies. From past experience it was found
that there was a confusion in carrying out the duty of the physician and each
individual official concemed including the coordination between the officials
of different govemmental departments in making the inquest.

The forensic service in relation to post mortem inquest plays an

important role in the inquiry of the criminal proceeding to ascertain the facts
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or establish the guilt and secure the punishment of the offenders. More
importantly, the purpose of the post mortem inquest is to examine as to who
the deceased was, the place, teme , cause and circumstances of the death.
After the study , it is of the opinion that the post mortem inquest should
be more effectively developed by amending the provisions of post mortem
inquest of the Criminal Procedure Code, the regulations of the regulations of
the Office of the National Police Force and the Judiciary. An independent
agency staffed with personnel with expertise in inquest should be set up to
handle all cases in this area. A system of check and balances should also be
rearranged to ensure a more effective post mortem inquest and a better
protection of the freedom of the people in congruent with the intent of the

law.
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