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The illicit trafficking of narcotics is a problem that has serious
consequences on society and the economic system. It is an action which destroys
people, especially youths, who are the future of the country. At present, criminals
launder money and properties received from the sale of narcotics and use the
proceeds for investment which continuously expands the criminal network until
it covers the entire country. Thailand has many laws which prevent and suppress
the use of narcotics which began with the Narcotics Act of B.E. 2522 and the
Measures to Suppress Those at Fault Regarding Narcotics Act B.E. 2534, etc.
There are also measures which enable the seizure of property which is related to
any wrong doing. However, there are drawbacks due to loopholes in the law

which might prevent actions being taken against money and property which have
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already been laundered. Thailand is a member of the United Nations Convention
against drug smuggling and the Vienna Convention 1988 which lays down the
basics of wrong doings regerding narcotics and is the basis of laws preventing
and suppressing money laundering. Following this, an Act was brought into force
regarding the prevention and suppression of money laundering in B.E. 2542. It
spelled out the basic laws regarding narcotics which were to be used as measures
in the confiscation of property related to criminal activities involving narcotics
and penalties for those involved in money laundering. The laws which are
currently used, and have been used for a long tiine, still have drawbacks and the
main elements and other provisions of the law should be revised. Thailand gives
importance to the protection of the human rights and civil liberties of the people
according to the constitution. However, this in turn limits the enforcement of the
law at present. Research was found to be necessary into the drawbacks in the law
related to measures in controlling, preventing and suppressing the laundering of
money and property which are the result of the trafficking of narcotics.
Documentary research was the method used in the research carried out,
stressing secondary documents, for example academic research, theses, journals,
articles and various other types of documents which were relative to the subiect.
The research enabled the drawbacks in the law related to conirolling,
preventing and suppressing money laundering to be seen. It also enabled
drawbacks in the definition, structure and origin of the commission for
preventing and suppressing money laundering and the transaction committee to

be seen as well. The method of research involved the investigation of cases
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relating to money laundering and even reporting on suspicious transactions. The
research led to the proposal of a method and standard for revising relative laws to

make them consistent with current and future situations.





