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Research plays an important role for country development, because research builds several basic -
knowledge and new technology. The Royal Project Foundation (RPF) supports many researches to improve
life quality of hill tribes. The first allocation of research budget is on fruit-tree research investment. Therefore,
for a worthwhile research’s resource allocation, economic benefits analysis of the research investment is
useful. The study aims to 1) describe the status of RPF fruit-tree rescarch 2) analyze the effect of fruit-tree
research investment on fruit revenue 3) An assess economic impact of fruit-tree research investment
(persimmon). Secondary data from 1994 to 2004 and primary data were derived from the RPF fruit-tree

research documents and researcher.

The study result indicates that fruit-tree research investment has positive effect on revenue of fruit
products signiﬁéantly. The marginal value product of research investment is found at 1.74. It indicaics that an
increase in | baht of fruit-tree research investment will enhance revenue of fruit products by 1.74 baht. The
results of social benefit analysis from persimmon research up to 2005 is still not covered the cost. However,
when considering up to 2019 the NPV equals to 643,300 baht; i.e. the research investment will be worth in the
future, The sensitivity analysis in a change in net benefit from an increase in research investments of all types
persimmon and decrease in demand and supply elasticity show that the NPV trends to decrease due to the fact
that almost all of research types on persimmon, except for the research on persimmon variety, have not

yielded the present benefits.

The suggestion of the study are such as the Royal Project Foundation should increase in research
investment, especially on high revenue crops to hill tribe farmers, increase researches on quality improvement

e

and processing of fruit-tree to build the value added to fruit product.





