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Thailand with its Islamic population being heavily concentrated in the
Southern border provinces, this population has traditions of its own more or
less differing from the majority of the national society. Islamic religion
relates to Thailand as one of the national religions to which the Moslem
people profess under the regulations determined by the political ideologyv of
Thailand. The Thai government is receptive to the need for improvement of
life and well being of its Moslem population as a variety of government
projects aimed at developing Southern border provinces economically,
politically and socially can testify to that. In addition, the government accords
its Moslem population the rights to live under the Islamic religious principles
as evidenced by the provisions of the constitution and the Application of

Islamic Law in the Pattani, Narathiwat, Yala and Satoon provinces B.E. 2489.
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When the application of Islamic law under the said Act is considered, it
becomes apparent that there is miserable shortage of details necessary for the
administration of Islamic law compared to the application of Islamic law in
the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Singapore i.e. this Act provides that Isiamic law on
the Family, Inheritance be applied in lieu of the provisions of the Civil and
Commercial Code as regards the Family and Inheritance without specifying
the details concerning the principles of Islamic law to be applied and the
decisions to be made according to Islamic law on all organizations to be
administered by the Islamic religion, to be used for the sake of moslems
lacking efficiency to promote the ways of living of Thai Moslems who profess
Islam.

Therefore, the emphasis of this thesis is to study the problems and
causes of introducing to use the Islamic law, as well as the results of using the
Islamic law at present, by comparing with the use of Islsmic law in the
Philippines and Sri Lanka, to give guidelines in solving various problems and
causes by presenting the following methcds of problem solving:

1. The region to use Islamic law should be limited on those who wed
under the principles of Islamic law within the boundary of four provinces in
the South, by imposing the Islamic law.

2. Legal problems should be solved by making government official

consider to use the Islamic law by themselves and in this case it is necessary

to solve this matter, as follows:
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2.1 Marriages of Moslems should be registered and divorce cases
should also be registered, by assigning Islamic religious official to take the
duties of marriage and divorce registrations in the capacity of government
official.

2.2 Similarly for the consideration of family succession committees,
should be appointed, to function similarly for deciding on the properties of
Moslems. If parties to the dispute accept similar results, those results should
be admissible as proof of right to the government authority.

3. Laws should be modified so as to enable parties concerned to be
eligible for appealing the decision of Datuk Justice.

4. Qualifications requirements, selection and appointment criteria for
Datuk Justices should be modified so that suitability may be achieved.

5. There should be an amendment on the Act concerning the

application of the Islamic laws to be more consitent with the present situations

for effectiveness and optimization.





