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This research describcs the beliefs of the Surat Thani people about the
revered Buddhist monk widely khown as Luang Pno Phat, who passed away
more than 60 years ago, but whose memory is still alive among the people of
Surat Thani province in southern Thailand. This paper provides information
on beliefs about Luang Pho Phat’s medicine, his ability to diagnose illnesses,
his Buddha amulet called “Phra Kasin” and his chants.

The research is qualitative in nature and based mainly on fizld research.
The information was obtained from interviews with Surat Thani people, both

monks and laymen who knew Luang Pho Phat very well.
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The results of the study reveal that, even today, Surat Thani people
have strong beliefs about Luang Pho Phat’s medicine and his methods for
diagnosing and curing illnesses. They believe in the quality of the medicine
and in the ability of Luang Pho Phat’s prayers to cure their illness. The
medicine they most believe in is his herbal medicine used for curing childen’s
diseases and leprosy.

Furthermore, the Surat Thani people have a strong belief in Luang Fho
Phat’s amulet “Phra asin,” and his sacred chants, which they believe can
protect them from 2!l dangers.

Tuc research confirms that Luang Pho Phat was a very good herbal
medicine monk, a holy teacher of the southern region. It is widely believed
that the failure of his body to decay aftcr death is proof of his holiness. His
“Phra Kasin” has become a rare emulet izt is highly sought after by Surat
Thani people and by people who have faith in Luang Pho Phat,

The research also confirms that belief in Luang Pho Phat has not faded
away even though he died in B.E. 2485. (A.D.1942). Villagers have passed
their beliefs on to their children and grandchildren and to society as a whole.
Belief about Luang Pho Phat remains strong and has become a strong and

lasting part of the Buddhist tradition of the people of Surat Thani.





