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The aim of this research is to explain the phenomenon of black magic
in the Thai state. It tracks down to the source of its emergence and its
relationship to Buddhism. The analysis is based on various sources of
documents and the in-depth interviews were carried out with knowledgeable
persons and those who have been influenced by the practice of black magic in
their daily lives.

This research found that black magic has been highly influenced by
Brahminism, whereas Khmer occultism is a mixture of Brahminism and
Buddhism. Such influence produces black magic rituals and some Buddhist
priests skillfully apply it to those who have faith in black magic in order to
maintain spiritual security and to effectively respond to man’s simple desire.

Black magic is, therefore, still a practice by a circle of Buddhist Sangha and it
demonstrates the faith of those who deem it as a choice to formulate moral

frame of reference in the Thai state.





