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Title : THE DEVELOPMENT OF STATE'S HIGHER EDUCATION
INSTITUTIONS AFTER THE CHANGING FROM
MONARCHY TO DEMOCRACY GOVERNMENT

Author : Mr. Wirat Jongyusuk
Adviser : Assist. Prof. Dr.Prachaksha Sai - Sang
Type of Work: Dissertation (Ph.D.in Educational Administration),

Naresuan University, 2002.

The purpose of the Research :

1. To study the development of state’s higher education institutes in Thailand
systematically.

2. To analyse the original development (history) of state’s higher education institutes of
Thailand

3. To compare the development of the higher education institutes during various times -

{periods)

The subjects used for the research :

The study of 27 higher education institutes were conducted. Those institutes were: 19
state universities, 4 autonomous universities, and 1 Rajabhat institutes (Instead of 41 Rajabhat
institutes), 1 Rajamongkol Institute of Technology (Instead of 35 branches of learning centres) one

Panditpatanasilp, and Pratoomwan institute of technology.

Research procedure : S
1. The style of rescarch used was descriptive research and documentary analysis
2. The methods used to collect the information were:
® Studying: previous thesis on the subject of the development of the higher
education institutes after the changing from Monarchy to Democracy

Government, history books, biography, various Thai and English journals
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1t should be noted that all four universities that were cstablished in 1990 were not situated in
Bangkok but in the rural provinces.

In 1992 (2535 BE), Walailak University was established according to the university Act
1992. The King bestowed the name Walailak after part of the name of his youngest daughter, princess
Chulapornwalailauk Aghrakumari.

In 1994 (2537) University of Mahasarakam was established in.accordance with the university
Act 1994, |

In 1988 (2531) Rajamunkala Technology Institute’s name was changed from the Technology
and professional training college according to the Technology and professional college Act.

In 1995 (2538 BE), 41 Rajapatch Institutes were born according to the Rajapatch Institute
Act 1995.

In 1996 (2539) The Bill was passed to elevate the status of Srinakarinwirot in the south to
Taksin University, according to tha;t university Act 1996.

In 1996 (2539) Maejo University was established according to Maejo University Act 1996.

In 1998 (2541 BE), The University of Maepharluang was created according to the
Maepharluang University Act 1998. announced in the Royal gazette dated September 25, 1998.
Maepharluang is an autonomous university, supervised by the government but is not part of the
government department, the same as the Walailuk University, Suranari University of Technology, and
King Mongkut Unive.rsity of Technology Thonburi.

In 1998, Pratumwan Institute of Technology and Banditpatanasilp Institute have received the
names and status changed, according to each individual institution Acts 1998.

In regard to the administration chart of the universities, after the coup d’etat to change the
monarchy to democratic system of government, it can be summarized as follow: In the early stage,
the administration hierarchy was differed due to the evolution, the histbry, the development of social,
political situation, and the environment of the time. For example, the administration of Thamasart
University was iﬁ the form of committees, which divided into three groups: the administrative
committee, the faculties, and the President (rector). Now a day the administration chart had changed

into more international style, that is most similar in all universities administration such as the
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In 1943 (2486 BE), three more universities were established. They are Medical University,
Kasetsart University and Silapakorn University.

In 1953 (2496 BE), The College of Education was created.

In 1964 (2507 BE), Cheng Mai University was created to serve the people in the rural area.

In 1965 (2508 BE), Khon Khaen University was created by the University’s Act 1965.

In 1966 (2509 BE), Panditpatanaborihanshatra Institute was created in accordance with the
Institute’s Act.

September 22, 1967; His Majesty, the present King, bestowed the name Songkhlanakarin to
be the name of Songkhlanakarin university.

In 1971 (2514) Ramkhamheang University was legally established according the university
Act 1971.

In 1976 (2519 BE), Sukhothaithamathiraj University was established in accordance with the
university Act 1976. .

In 1985 (2528 BE), King Mongkut Technology Institute Thonburi, King Mongkut
Technology Institute Chaokutahan Ladgrabunk, King Mongkut Technology Institute Pranakornnuca
(northern city) have become autonomous. King Mongkut Technology Institute Thonburi became
state’s university according to the university Act, announced in the Royal gazette dated March 6“‘,
1997 (2541 BE).

The Collcge— of Education Bangsan was established on July 8“‘, 1945 (2498 BE). In 1984
(2527 BE), it was clevated to become Srinakarinwirot University then changed the status to become
Burapa University according to the university Act in 1990.

The College of Education Phitsanulok was established on January 25“’, 1967(2510 BE) and
developed to be Srinakariwirot University on August 9" 1984 (2527 BE). The status was changed to
become Naresuan University in 1990 (2533 BE), v

In 1990 (2533 BE), University of Technology Suranaree was established in accordance with
the university Act 1990 (2533 BE).

In 1990 University of Ubolrajathani was also established under the University Act 1990
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and magazines, searching from intemnets websites of the institutes m
Thailand and abroad, various government documents, higher education
institutes yeared reports, memos, precepts, regulations, and many previous
government documents from the libraries of those higher education
institutes mentioned above, including the ministries, departments, and
divisions related to the research topic.

®  Analysis the information from the read documents.

® Writing up the report from the findings as a dissertation.

Summary of the finding analysis:

The factors that inspire the development of higher education institutes in Thailand can be
divided into two parts: the inspiration factor during the early Ratanakosin period, and inspiration at
present, beginning from economic.dcvelopment.

The factors that influenced educational development during the early years of the
Ratanakosin period were: Firstly, the influence of the long-standing traditional Thai education
culture. For example, young monks age 20-21 would study Buddhism in detail along with other
training to prepare them to become civil servants. According to David K. Wyatt’s descriptions, it \;vas
similar to universities in Europe. Secondly, was the influence of ideas from abroad. Thirdly, there
were needs to have well educated civil servants in the different ministries during the Rama V period.
Fourthly, The Ministry of Education desired its own higher education institutes

The influences for the present day higher education institutes are as follows: The first factor
is to develop politics. Second is the economic and political trends. The third factor is the political
trend that influences politicians. The fourth factor is the Ministry of University affairs (MUA)
cr:gged The fifth factor was the influence of people who wanted higher education institutes in rural

areas. The sixth factor the Open University for many students from Matayom Sugsa.

History of the Establishment of Higher Education Institutes

In 1933, Thamasart and Politic University was established.
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University Senate Committee, Academic Committee, Administrative Committee of the individual
university, and the President is the highest administrator.

In regard to the curriculum and instruction, in the early stage, all universities teach only
specific subjects. When these universities evolved and developed the other subjects that serve the
needs of the local communities were offered.

In the research and the academic services to the community’s aspect, at the beginning the
universities give less attention. Most research would be the work of individuals for their own
professional development such as medical doctors, and agriculture’s. Some research was in the form
of thesis. Later on, the research and the academic service to the community become one of the four
main missions of all higher education institutes.

In the aspect of Arts and Culture preservation, at the beginning of university establishment
there was very little support and interest. Until the universities established the four main missions of

the universities, the Arts and Culture preservation become one of the tasks.



