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Thls study “The Complexrtres of Power Relations in Family Vlolence Case of
S’ex-ua‘il and 'Phys-rcal Assault in TFhai -Law has the objectrve to examme the complexrtres of
poWer relatrons in family v1olence foeusmg on the case of sexual-and physical assault of women
m Thai law Usmg the- femmrst theory - approach to analyze the complexities of power relatlons in
faml_ly vr_olence in sexual and physical assault of women in Thai law, this study also proposes
-"'sugge's‘ti‘on:s' rega'rdi‘ng law dé've’lopment and amendments. The study was conducted by means of
documentary research mtervrew and-case studres Data were analyzed using narratlve dlscussron
_ The study found that the provrsrons regardmg famrly relatlons in Thar ancrent law
namely the Lan-na Law Meng-Ral Law and the Thiree Seals Law the ﬁrst Tha1 enacted law,
-'ireﬂected the vrew on women’ s mfenor status both before and durmg the mamage as well as.after
.the end of marnage relatronshrp Meanwhrle the modem law and law enforcement were found to

' lnherlt the notrons of the ancrent law on: the control of women’s, sexualrty by thelr husbands and

parents an.,also the control over the: women s bodies selves The laws also reﬂected the vrew on
Twomen s drgmty as connected to vngrmty, and tended. to focus more on the physical effeots of :
- sexual and physrcal assaults rather than psychologrcal or other effects and trauthas that only |
women have to endure The study on law enforcement found lrmrtatrons both w1th1n the contents .
of the law 1tself whrch was formulated «using the male-dominated/ patrrarchal world-view, and
thus deemed ‘Male Law’ or ‘Patriarchal Law’, and the organizational culture that considerably
affected the beliefs, practices and tradition of people within the organization.

The suggestions of this study on the development of law amendments and
enforcement as to better prevent domestic violence problems and protect the victims ot‘ violence
are the followings : 1) Importance should be given to the development of laws that correspond to
the status of problems of violence, women’s needs, as well as the development of gender
sensitivity in justice and gender —sensitive approach to protect women and girl child in the
criminal justice system; 2) The government should develop the multidisciplinary system and
mechanisms for the protection and prevention of domestic violence that give special consideration
for the protection of women and girls and women’s empowerment and 3) The government must
recognize and protect the sexual rights, reproductive rights, child’s rights, economic, social and

cultural rights and political rights of people on the basis that violence against women in all forms

hinders the full accomplishment of equality, development and peace.





