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In carrying out most of its duty as the legislative body, the Thai
Parliament accomplishes its tasks through the various committees. It can also
be said that the committees are the vital part of the legislative body which
perform different tasks as assigned by the Parliament. Generally, parliamentary
committees, both the Committees of the House of Representatives and the
Senate, are created to give support to the functioning and to strengthen the
legislative body to attain its goals in the wake of its increasing and complexity of
the scope of responsibility. As a result the parliamentary committees are
regarded as an important part of the operation of the legislative body.

This research focuses on the power of the parliamentary committees to
summon individual to give testimony and produce evidence for the purpose of
working, investigation or studying any subject within its scope of authority, to

see if its role and power have been properly and sensibly utilized, or if there is
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any area that should be improved including the general concept; more
importantly, analysisin relation to the power of the committees of the House
of Representatives and the Senate in summoning individual to give testimony
and produce evidence and other areas which are the obstacles and restrictions
to improve their operation more efficiently. From the result of the study it
was found that the parliamentary committees had been able to share quite a
lot of the responsibility of the Parliament; however, there remains some
problems related to its structure, power, and respon sibility. Therefore, its
structure, power and responsibility should be rearranged, specifically, the
scope of its responsibility should be comprehensively written down in the
legislation and provisions related to the violation of the authority of the
parliamentary committees in summoning the individual to give testimony and
to produce documents and memorandums as well as its sanction should be
also provided.

In addition, the composition of committees panel and supporting staff
should be also reorganized to increase the accuracy of their role and
responsibility so that the varions committees will be able to perform their

duty more efficiently.





