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The study of the enforcement of the Act on Firearms, Bullets, Explosive
Objects, and Fake Firearms B.E. 2490 (the “Firearms Act”) with the emphasis
on firearms and bullets is a reflection of the fundamental philosophy which says
that “where there is a state, there are laws.” When a society undergoes significant
changes and/or transformations, the laws of the society are transformed accordingly
as in the old saying which states: “Society changes; law changes.”

The first legislation in Thailand which governed firearms was promulgated
in B.E. 2477. However, the current Firearms Act was promulgated in B.E. 2490
and has been enforced since then for a period of more than fifty years. The
Firearms Act should be revised to catch up with the changes which have occurred

in the society. Although the major points in the Act have been amended on
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several occasions, the Act still does not cover the new development and technology
related to firearms and related accessories, such as the laser beam scope. The
amendments to the Act deal with mostly the surrender of firearms which are
used in war. If these firearms are surrendered to government officials the
person surrendering the firearms will receive a pardon and not be punished.

Most of these amendments will encourage “influential persons,” who
would be normally inclined to intentionally disregard the law, to surrender their
firearms if they receive a pardon. Without these amendments the number of
“influential persons™ may tend to increase and this increase may be due to the
impact of the current Firearms Act.

Therefore, Section 7 of the Firearms Act should be revised and separated
into two parts. Part 1 should cover the manufacture or importation of firearms
and bullets which must be authorized by the local authorities. Part 2 should
cover the purchase and the possession and the use of firearms.

The ordinary citizens should have the right to purchase and possess and
use nonviolent firearms for the protection of their lives and property because
the State cannot effectively protect everyone in the society. The nonviolent
firearms that citizens should be authorized to have in their possession are: .22, .32,
6.35 and 7.65 mm. handguns (but not the Magnum Revolver or guns with armor
piercing bullets). The persons who are authorized to possess or use firearms
should be required to have insurance to cover the loss or damage that might be

caused by the improper use of the firearms.
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Section 8 bis, first paragraph, which provides that “firearms should not
be carried into the city, village, or public thoroughfares without authorization
unless there is a necessity or emergency under the circumstances” should be
revised to state that “No Firearms which a person does not have the authorization
to possess or carry should be allowed to be carried into the city, village or public
thoroughfares.” The provisions in paragraphs 2 and 3 should be left intact.

In regard to the qualifications of the applicants who apply for the
permission to possess, carry and use firearms, they should be required to pass
a firearms training course, especially with regard to safety measures and ethics,
with the certification from the society, agency or institution prescribed by the
State. Section 14 which provides that a request for the possession and use of
firearms for a third person to protect our life and property should be deleted
since the law has authorized the use of firearms to a specific individual.

Therefore, Section 14, as mentioned, is no longer needed.





