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This thesis is a study of the disputes over the Spratly Islands, where
many countries such as China, Taiwan, the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia
and Brunei have conflict of claims. In the study, the author pays interest on
China which is not only a superpower in the Asian region, but also a party in
the conflict. China has played significant roles in the dispute. The study is
aimed to understand possible resolutions over the dispute both at bilateral and
multilateral levels. The study finds the following results.

1. The Spratlys are located in a very strategic location in many aspects,
L.e. politics, stability, economics and transportation both water and air-ways.
Moreover, the islands are thought to possess substantial natural resources
chiefly oil, natural gas and seafood. The conflict is the result of overlapping

sovereignty claims by the countries mentioned above.
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2. China has recently tried to avoid any violent resolution to the problem
as she realizes that aggressive moves would mostly lead to damages on her
part. As a result, China attempts to find a peaceful resolution, for instance,
through offering a joint venture to develop and exploit the natural resources
in the conflict area.

3. The United States, though not a regional country and does not directly
involve in the dispute, also has its interest in the islands. Many US oil companies
are exploring and exploiting resources in the disputed area. Furthermore, the
US is protecting its interests in the international affairs as seen in its efforts to
use Taiwan and the Spratlys to bargain with the Chinese power in the region.

From the study, it can be said that most of the countries laying claims
over the islands would avoid armed or violent conflicts. On the contrary, they
would put their efforts to settle the problem in a way so as to lead to joint
development of the area. As they are recently facing energy (oil) crisis all

together, cooperation among themselves can be the best alternative.





