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The objectives of this research are to 1) to study the characteristics of righteousness of
Thaksin Regime, 2) to study the creation methods and problems of political righteousness of
Thaksin Regime, 3) to investigate the effects of political righteousness of Thaksin Regime on
Thailand’s Politics. The data was collected from related literatures: textbooks, articles, researches,
academic papers, and theses. Additional data was also collected via the interviews of 3 groups of
interviewees: politicians, academic scholars, and business people. All collected data was analyzed
by using qualitative methods, and the results were as follows:

1) Thaksin Regime obtained its political righteousness through the democratic way of
election, as stated in the constitution, the highest law of the country. This was accepted by
countries around the world. In other words, the righteousness of Thaksin Regime was compatible
with the democratic laws. There were several factors that supported and promoted the political
righteousness of Thaksin Regime. Those factors included a) legal mechanism and structure of the
1997 Thailand’s Constitution which strengthened the power of the cabinet and the prime minister,
b) new and practical policies which benefited lower-class people—the majority of Thailand’s
population, c) strong leadership of Pol.Lt.Gen. Thaksin Shinawatra which impelled the effective
administration of the country, d) Thaksin government’s bureaucracy reform which benefited

people, facilitated the implementation of policies, and helped solve economic and social
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problems, and e) social, economic and political contexts which strengthened Thaksin Regime and
promoted its righteousness and popularity among the people.

2) There were 4 important characteristics of Thaksin Regime: a) its political structure —
Thaksin’s government had close relationéhip with the Legality, the Judiciary, and the Independent
Organizations Established under the Constitution. This government could control the Legality and
issued the laws to empower their administrative authority. Thaksin’s government could also
control and intervene the Independent Organizations Established under the Constitution in order
to strengthen its authority—, b) its policies — Thaksin’s government created a series of policies
which benefited people. The policies were applicable, and there were public relations and
marketing for the policies. So, people, especially at a grassroots level, really liked the policies and
the implementation of policies of Thaksin government —, ¢) its administration system — Private
sectors’ knowledge and techniques of administration were adopted for use by Thaksin’s
government. The administration was effective, and the people were treated as customers who
came for services. Thaksin’s people were transferred to work in the important administrative
positions in order to facilitate the administration. There was a i)olitical network management for
its election benefits.—, d) the political leadership — Thaksin’s government benefited from the
outstanding leadership of Pol.Lt.Gen. Thaksin Shinawatra. The administration was driven by his
leadership. Thére were positive changes in the country administration, socially, economically and
politically. The government could achieve its goals, and resources were effectively used;
therefore, Thaksin’s government was very admired by the grassroots and some middle-claés
people. However, Thaksin Regime had subsequently faced the problems of its political
righteousness due to the wrong use of its authority.

3) The problems of political righteousness of Thaksin Regime were caused by different
factors including 1) the administration system which benefited Thaksin himself and his people, 2)
the corruption and wrongdoing for personal benefits, 3) the intervention of the political control
system and the Independent Organizations Established under the Constitution, 4) the over use of
its authority which affected rights and freedoms of people and press, 5) the questions on the
leaders (Pol.Lt.Gen. Thaksin Shinawatra), who seemed to lack of morality and ethics of
administration, 6) the problems with an important institution of the country, and 7) the issuance

of the laws benefiting Thaksin himself and his own people, the laws facilitating the wrong use of
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his power. These factors led to the people’s unacceptance of Thaksin’s government. People
started not to trust in the government, and there were numbers of people protested against the
government. The protest then led to a qxi]itary coup led by the Council for Democratic Reform
under the Constitutional Monarchy. This was the end of Thaksin’s government.

4) Thaksin Regime positively and negatively affected Thai politics. For the positive
effects, Thaksin’s government could show the efficiency and effectiveness of its administration.
The government could accomplish the policies stated in their political campaigns. This was a
system that the elected government assigned policies and the permanent officers got the policies
accomplished. It was the first time in Thailand’s political history that the political campaign
policies were completely implemented. The government administration benefited people in the
grassroots level in the rural area. For the negative effects, Thaksin’s government abused its
power. There were problems regarding morality and ethics of the in-position politicians. The
government’s power was used for corruption, especially for policy-corruptions. The whole
society was divided into groups — no unity at all. These problems brought about the protests
forcing Thaksin’s government to be removed from politics. In addition, Thaksin’s government
had imbalanced the Thai political system as it controlled every political organization. This caused
a political and social crisis in the country, which the democratic ways of solution could not help.
The military coup was therefore taken place, and Thai democratic system had to be started again
and again.

The research on political righteousness of Thaksin Regime revealed its ethical problems
which led the country to the political crisis. The author would like to suggest some solutions for
Thai politics as follows: 1) as stated in the Constitution, a balance political system should be set
up; there must be a control system which works well under democracy - no intervention from the
administration; 2) regarding the principle of democratic parliamentary governance, an appropriate
structure of relationship between the Legality, the Administration, the Judiciary, and the
Independent Organizations should be established; 3) there should be, according to the
Constitution, an effective, honest, full-of-ethics-and-morals, transparent, and controllable political
system; 4) there should be a promotion encouraging people to participate in political activities, in
other words, “people politics” should be promoted in order to control and balance the power of

the representatives or administrators; 5) the establishment of sustainable politics should be



213376

based on the participatory democracy and the social diversity. Politics of the representatives and
politics of the people should be balanced. 6) Cultural capital should be established; people should
accept the differences in opinions and the social and political diversity; people should respect
their own and others’ rights and freedoms; public benefits should be considered as the first
priority; 7) information-based society should be established in order to educate the people; the
wise society will solve the problems with intelligence, not violence; 8) Morals and ethics are
needed to implant in the political leaders, the administrators, and the over all society in order to
create honesty, transparency and responsibility in the politics; 9) it is needed to educate people in
the society about the democratic concepts; people should be educated in democracy at a early age,
vand it can be done in the families, educational institutes, work places, media, and so on. This is to
make people understand the right democratic concept and principle, and this will help strengthen
and sustain our future democracy.

The study of political righteousness of Thaksin Regime helped us realize the creating
methods of political righteousness, the factors promoting the righteousness, the characteristics,
the problems and the effects on Thai economics and society of Thaksin Regime, and the solutions
for this political problem. It should be beneficial to the development of the Thai politics —

democratic governance with parliamentary system.





