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The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2540 prescribes the
Senate’s power to appoint members to independent regulatory bodies and to
remove them from office. However, this study reveals that, because of Thai
political sociology, most senators are not independent or politically impartial.
They have relationships with political parties or politicians. There are problems
relating to the exercise of the Senate’s power to appoint members to independent
regulatory bodies. These problems are associated with the proceedings of the
Selection Committee and the committee for examining the past records and
behaviors of the persons nominated to regulatory bodies. There is a lack of

transparency in the selection of qualified persons, and there are problems with
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their selection, appointment, commendation or approval. In addition, there are
problems when voters request the removal from office of one of the members
of a regulatory body. This is revealed in the way the National Counter Corruption
Commission exercises its powers and its lack of procedures for the removal of
members from office. It is therefore necessary to solve the problems concerning
the way the Senate exercises its powers. Possible solutions are:

1. Improve the structure of the Selection Committee and the committee
for examining the past records and behaviors of the persons nominated to hold
committee positions.

2. Improve the procedures used by the Senate for the appointment of
members to independent regulatory bodies.

3. Reduce the Senate’s power to appoint members to independent
regulatory bodies such as The Election Commission, The Constitution Court
and The National Counter Corruption Commission.

4. The Procedures for the removal from office should be prescribed.

. 5. Improve the Senate assistants’ system.





