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The main focus of this thesis is to study elements of Thai life as reflected
in Thai country songs, as follows: (1) the values and beliefs (2) the social life,
culture and traditions by using the qualitative research approach. The researcher
studied these elements as contained in folk songs that were written and performed
during 1991-2001 by selecting a cross-section of singers residing in the four
regions of Thailand, namely the North, the Central Plain, the North-East and
the South, with one male and one feniale singer per region.

The results of the research indicate that the country songs from the
above-mentioned time period demonstrate a number of values or elements that
are important to the lives of Thai people in general, namely: love for His Majesty

the King, devotion to the religion, love for one’s parents, respect and gratitude



TE165796

towards for one’s elders, the will to struggle to better one’s standard of living.
In addition, the songs reflect Thai beliefs in the supernatural, such as celestial
beings, malevolent spirits, and magic, including the power of magic objects
and also reflect the people’s belief in religious precepts, especially those of
Buddhism that teach about ethical behavior. As for or the social life, culture
and traditions of Thai people, the songs reflect differences in their lifestyles in
terms of their educational background, economic level, and level of socialization,
but indicate that they follow traditional cultural norms in showing respect for
their elders and in honoring debts of gratitude to others. In addition, the songs
also reflect the culture of the Thais, such as their houses, local dialects, clothing,
and local foods. Consequently, in considering country songs, one can conclude
that they are not used merely for purposes of entertainment, but also for reflection

of the lives of Thai people in that period of time.





