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This research is aimed at: (1) studying the development of feminism
thoughts in Thai society expressed in short stories written by Thai female
writers during the years 1973 to 2000; (2) studying the relationship of history,
politics, social and feminist movements in Thailand and the effects they had
on feminism thoughts expressed in short stories written by Thai female
writers; (3) categorizing the short stories by Thai female writers using the
feminism theory framework.

This qualitative research is based on the study of 86 selected short
stories written during the years 1973 to 2000 by 49 Thai female writers.

The findings are as follows:
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1. The feminism thoughts expressed in short stories by Thai female
writers during the years 1973 to 2000 were apparent. The works of these
writers, inheriting the concept from their predecessors, are of liberalism. The
significant political change following the event on 14" October 1973 created a
new socialism trend. The new-style short stories are related to political
movements. The writing reflected the wide spreading socialism concept as
well as socialist feminism, a part of socialist political movement. During that
period, there were more stories concerning people from low social status,
emphasizing social inequality.

2. The feminism thoughts expressed by Thai female writers during the
years 1973 to 2000 were free from politics. The main agendas were feminism
and woman'’s rights, based on individual’s attitudes towards the issues.
However, with another significant political change happening in May 1992,
some writers brought their personal experiences into their stories.

3. The woman’s right movement had influenced on how feminism
thoughts were presented in short stories by some female writers. It introduced
feminism to Thai society and partly explained the concept. However, most
writers were unable to present the picture of the process or the event
movements. One exception was during the initial movements. Sridaorueng
discussed the female labor movements in her work. However, significant
events such as the demand for constitutional right or the demand for female
involvement in drafting the constitutional laws in 1997 were not mentioned in

any of the short stories. Writers would rather present the feminism thoughts
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through their female characters that continuously developed their mindset on
this issue.

4. For those researchers who are interested in studying the feminism
thoughts in literatures and the focus is on the development of writers’ ideas,
the suggestion is to study the stories written before 1973. The other suggestion
is to focus on specific agendas e.g. to study the stories that presented
revolutionary ideas or to study the writers’ perspectives by selecting group of
writers with similar approach for comparison. In addition, researchers may opt
for a more in-depth analysis by studying the presentation of themes,
delivering techniques or how language is used to present the feminism

thoughts in short stories by female writers.





