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48105901 : MAJOR : (SANSKRIT)

KEY WORD : CONVENTION/ORIGINALITY/SANSKRIT LITERATURE/EPIC/KAVYA
KULANIT KANAREUGSA : POETIC CONVENTION AND THE CONCEPT OF

ORIGINALITY IN SANSKRIT LITERATURE : A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF EPICS AND

KAVYAS.. THESIS ADVISOR : PROF.EMERITUS KUSUMA RAKSMANI,Ph.D.. 210 pp.

The purpose of this thesis is to study how Sanskrit poets derived their works of
kavyas from the great epic in order to evaluate the Sanskrit poetic convention and the concept
of originality according to Sanskrit poets. One of the two greatest epics, the Mahabharata, is
chosen to compare with the 9 derived kavyas. They are Kiratarjuniya, a mahakavya by
Bharavi, and 8 dramas : Karpgabhara, Ditaghaotkaca, Ditavakya, Pafijaratra,
Madhyamavyayoga and Urubhariga by Bhasa, Abhijiianasakuntala by Kalidasa and
Venisamhara by Bhattanarayana

The study reveals that according to Sanskrit literate, literary works are so significant
that it appears, as a poetic convention, an appraisal or appreciation in praise of the poets
especially those who are the idols of later poets. The originality, in view of Sanskrit poets,
could be found in creating new stories as well as in deriving some stories from those of the
forefather poets. In the derivation , there may be some reinterpretation, new characterization,
detail addition or creating new story, all for the purpose of new aesthetic experiences. To
imitate is considered an honour for the later poets as they follow the footstep of their
forefathers and thus are included with them

The long and complicated epic such as the Mahabharata contains various motifs and
narative devices to enlighten the story. It is therefore an Indian literary mine and an
inspiration for the younger poets in creating the kavyas. A comparative study of those kavyas
with the Mahabharata may be gleaned that the later poets intended to create a new aesthetic
experience and also to present a different image of some characters. The examples of the
former are Abhijiianasakuntala, Kiratarjuniva, Venisamhara and Urubharsiga. Those of the
latter are Paiijaratra and Urubharga which present new images of Duryodhana and
Karnabhara is that of Karna.

The study reveals the significance of the Mahabharata as an original literary work
and that of the kavya as a work of originality. Also, the Sanskrit poetic convention and the
concept of originality are understood. A further comparative study with other oriental works
may be considered.
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