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The purposes of this study were to (1) collect and classify folk ghost
tales in the Northeast and in the South, (2) study the beliefs and rituals regarding
ghosts from Northeastern and Southern folklore and (3) study the lifestyle of
people in those areas by using the qualitative method. The main information was
obtained from 55 folk ghost tales in the Northeast and 55 from the South. The
supporting information was gained by interviewing villagers, students and
academics who have expertise in the folklore of the Northeast and the South.

The study was presented in a descriptive form and an accompanying analysis.
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The results of the study are as follows.

1. The belief in and worship of ghosts by people in the Northeast and
the South have given rise to various rituals, in addition to affecting elements
of local people’s lives such as birth, aging, illness, death, entertainment, and
ways of making a living. At present, the people in the Northeast and the South
still adhefe to the worship of ancestral ghosts and perform rituals, both in

. individual and communal terms, that are related to them.

2. The beliefs of people in the Northeast and the South in folktales

+ imvolving ghosts are mainly similar, except for the fact that the names and

| rituals are different. Such beliefs affect and shape present-day customs in both
areas such as Thambun Bang Fai in the Northeast and Bun Duan Sip in the
South.

3. According to the study of local folklore; beliefs in ghosts in Northeastern
and Southern folktales are a source of great interest and have placed both

| reas on the map, even though members of the younger generation are not
5‘ fnderested in studying this field seriously. However, these customs have persisted

l .
| @ntil the present day and are still practiced.
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