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With regard to the process of being elected to the senate under the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2540 (1997), Section 129 of the
latter states that “Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the rules and
procedures for the election of senators shall be in accordance with the organic
law on the election of members of the House of Representatives and senators.”
The Organic Act on Election of Members of the House of Representatives and
Senators BE \2541 (1998), Section 92, states that “For the benefit of introducing
candidates on an equal basis, the Election Committee shall coordinate with the
relevant state agencies to take the following steps:

1) Arrange for posting announcements and signboards relating to the
election and candidates for the election at the city halls, district offices or local

administrative offices or in any highly populated communities as appropriate;
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2) Publish and distribute documents relating to the election and
candidates for the election to legitimate voters;

3) Arrange for premises for the introduction of candidates for the
election;

4) Allocate airtime on radio and television for the introduction of
candidates for the election; and

5) Other activities as the Election Committee may designate.”

Section 91 of the Organic Act on the Election of Members of the
House of Representatives and Senators of B.E. 2541 (1998) stipulates that
“Subject to Section 92, candidates for the election shall not be senators or any
individuals who are involved in running election campaigns, except for the
introduction of candidates.

Candidates shall be introduced only by way of publishing documents
for such purposes, subject to the criteria and procedures as specified by the
Election Commuittee. Should the Election Committee also specify and deem it
appropriate to ensure fair treatment to all candidates, budgets for expenditures
may also be specified.

The introduction of candidates as per the first paragraph refers to the
presentation of personal information relating to personal background,
educational background and work records or experience.”

In practical terms, the foregoing criteria give rise to problems which
prevent the Election Committee from a thorough supervision of circumstances in

which candidates and their staff intend to circumvent legal principles. This is
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particularly the case with regard to public voters who lack close contact with
the candidates, thereby rendering it difficult to make a decision to elect any

individuals to represent them in Parliament.



