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The objectives of this research are to (1) survey the political alienation
of local residents, (2) study the relationship between social and economic
factors among those sampled and the concept of alienation. The target
population for this study consisted of 200 residents from Bueng-Gum district,
Bangkok, all of whom were voters, surveyed by using questionnaires to
collect all the raw data which was then processed in the form of statistics,
percentages, and averages in order to analyze their knowledge and

understanding of Thai politics as well as their perception of political
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alienation. Also, it uses a Qui-square analysis at a level of significance of 0.05
to examine the relationship between the variables.

The results indicated the following:

1. Most of the sample population had a reasonably good understanding
of Thai politics (86.2%).

2. Most of those sampled possessed a medium to high level of
alienation in terms of political issues. This related to their feelings of
powerlessness (which at 91% were high), meaninglessness and distrust of
politics, which were 80% and 82% respectively.

The results obtained were as follows. Even though the sampling of
local residents exhibited a feeling of alienation from political affairs in terms
of powerlessness, a loss of faith in and distrust of political affairs, as has
already been indicated, most of the target sémples still take an interest in and
have an extensive knowledge and understanding of Thai politics. The system
can be amended in order to increase the level of satisfaction of the general
public by inviting them to play a greater part in politics and to make them feel

that they have some influence on political change as well.



