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The purpose of this study is to investigate Ream Eang’s 140 short

stories with respect to (1) the elements of the short stories namely the plots,

characters, themes settings and narratioral devices (2) the author’s style of

writing short stories (3) the image of Thai society reflected in short stories.

The methods used in this study are research and analytical descriptive study.

The results show that Ream Eang tends to start stories by describing various

situations causing the underlying problems which develop in the course of the

stories leading to usually unexpected endings.

The characters’ various behaviours are realistic. The themes reflect

views on people’s way of living in society, against background settings of a

city life and the country life.
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Concerning the style of writing short stories, it shows that a wide range
of words with direct and underlying meanings, repeated words, analogy,
metaphors and symbolism are used to create images, accordingly making the
language used in Ream Eang’s short stories more beautiful.

The image of Thai society reflected in Ream Eang’s short stories show
that these short stories reflect its social life, culture, custom, and tradition. The
author also discusses general human ways of living such as the increasing role
of women in choosing their own work and spouse. They also reflect the
influence of western culture on education, marriage, clothes, language and

transportation.
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