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In today’s present situation, conflicts with neighboring countries,
especially with Burma, has been relatively quiet. However, many situations
had occurred in the past that can be blamed on many reasons dating back in
time to when the countries: Thailand and Burma were establishing themselves
as a nation. And being close neighbors and old rivals many problems had
never been solved until the present day. Historically, Thailand and Burma
have had many bitter memories between one another. And maybe, due to that
reason many of the problems had gone on unsettled or unsolved. Thailand and
Burma, both share a borderline longer than 2401 kilometers with each other,

starting from the north in Chieng-Rai Province all the way down to the south
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in Ranong Province. By which most of the territorial line between the two are
unclear only a few hundred kilometers are well defined. The part that is clear
follows and uses the river and ridgelines of mountains as natural demarcation
as the dividing line. In general, the geographic characteristics along the border
are mountainous and dense jungle and considered very remote areas. Hence,
the border is considered a very good hiding place to harbor and use as an
operating platform for several minority groups to use against the Burmese
government troops. As already stated, due to its remoteness, state authority in
the area is very little or near non-existence. As a result, many illegal power
groups are able to operate and influence the area. These groups’ main source
of income is derived from illegal trading, i.e. drugs, weapons and logging.
Consequently, these types of illegal dealings that directly effects, in many
various ways, the public security of Thailand.

With respect to the minority groups of Burmese nationals, it is an
internal political problem that the Burmese government has to rectify and
solve. It is true that the internal problem associated with the minority groups
that oppose the present governing authority is not Thailand’s concern. But, in
reality, due to the proximity and area of operations that these groups operate
from are on the border, which becomes unavoidably Thailand’s concern and
problem. For example, when a confrontation occurs between any Burmese
minority group and the government troops it adversely impacts the security of

Thailand, directly and indirectly.
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Even though, most of the Burmese minority groups who had opposed
the ruling government by resorting to arms had agreed to a cease fire between
each other, leaving only but 2 main separatist groups who are still determined
to their ideology or cause. The 2 groups are the KNU and the SSA-S under
Choa Yod Suk. However, there are some minority groups, mainly the UWSA
and the DKBA groups, who are under certain agreements with the Burmese
government, are related directly to the manufacturing of drugs as well as
distributing it through the Thai border. Since the current Thai administration
has a zero-tolerance policy against drugs. Hence, by this statement alone, it is
a cause of confrontation between all those who are concern. Simultaneously,
there are some other minority groups who are presently under a truce with the
current government, but are able to rebel or oppose the ruling authority at a
moments notice if there is a struggle of power within the system or when
mutual agreements and benefits are at risk. In this category, there is the NMP
and the KNPP. Not only do they pose immediate threat to Burma, but they
also pose a threat to Thailand as well. There is also the Kokung minority
group that can affect the public security of Thailand but with relatively lesser
impact than the 6 minority groups already mentioned above. In addition to the
Burmese minority group there are the minority groups of the mountain tribes
and the former Chinese soldiers of the Komintang. In fact, most of the
mountain tribes’ people are Thai in nationality, but due the tribes’ localities
and proximity to the minority groups they have adopted close cultural and

national ties to the Wa State. And due to these reasons, the Wa Statc was able
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to rapidly expand their drugs network by utilizing the close support and
assistance of the local mountain tribes into the northern part of Thailand. The
Wa State is another group that can affect public security along the Thai-
Burmese border, especially in the northern part of Thailand. This group in the
past was the main producer and distributor of drugs in the Golden Triangle.

To reiterate, the Burmese minority groups that are still in confrontation
with the current government authority are the KNU and the SSA-S of Choa
Yod Suk. Groups under certain truce arrangements with the government are
the UWSA and the DKBA. All these four groups have adverse impacts on the
security of the border and the relationship between Thailand and Burma. As a
catalyst for confrontation are the NMP and KNPP. Both these groups are a
threat to the security of the Thai-Burmese border but at a low level at the
present time. As they are quite unpredictable depending on the situation and
mutual benefit that they have with the present governing authority changes or
not.

As for the Burmese Army, it has been expanding rapidly over the past
few years. This rapid expansion is yet unclear, whether this force is to be used
in the suppression of the minority groups or for other purposes. In either
circumstances, this rapid increase can be seen as a threat to the security of the
Thai-Burmese border as many of the existing border problems between the
two countries have yet been resolved and can be the cause of confrontation at

all time.
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The problems with respect to the border and the security between
Thailand and Burma in the past can determine the present and future trend.
The Thai government, for many years, has had a clear policy not to interfere
in any internal activity of neighbouring countries and in any circumstance not
to allow any group to use Thailand as a sanctuary to harbor any minority
groups or any foreign forces to stage any attack against any government. And
especially, with the current Thai government that has a clear policy on no
buffer state policy. Therefore, it is essential that we must study “ What will
the future be like without a buffer state policy and not having any minority
group along the border?” Hence, any confrontation between the two states
would be direct and more severe, if the border problem between Thailand and
Burma is not resolved.

With the government’s present policy in the fight against drugs, it is a
major problem that directly impacts the border security, as well as
therelationship between Thailand and Burma. By which, most of the problems
are related directly with the minority groups of Burmese nationality.

Therefore this research paper will try to study all the different factors
and aspects that affect the security along the border between Thailand and
Burma. In order to determine the best solutions and recommendations in
improving existing policies to further benefit the nation. The research will
study the history behind all the different minority groups and reasons that had
caused the conflict that eventually ended up in a long drawn out struggle

between the groups and the governing authority. Simultaneously, look into all
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the different policies, former solutions, obstacles and past proceedings on the
situation from all officials at all the different levels to best resolve the the
problems.

The result of the research concluded that the confrontation between the
Burmese government and the minority groups will continue to persist.
Eventhough, at present, there are only two minority groups along the border
that continue to oppose the governing authority. And there are only two
minority groups out of all the different groups who are under a truce
arrangement with the Burmese government are involve with the drugs trade
that directly impacts the security of Thailand. As for other minority groups
that are in a truce period with the Burmese government are undependable and
unreliable as they are ready to resort to violence at any time. Especially when
mutual benefits are at stake, conduct by the government on the minority
groups are unjust or there is an internal struggle, depending on the situation,
within the groups or the government. Therefore, in an attempt to reduce the
impact on Thailand’s security, Thailand should maintain and develop a strong
relationship with the government of Burma in order to reduce aﬁy
confrontation that may develop. This can be achieved through publicly
informing the Burmese government that Thailand had never and will never
support and assist any minority group to oppose or rebel against the Burmese
government. And that all assistance provided to any minority group, if any, is
on humanitarian grounds and lastly, Thailand has no intentions or policy to

interfere in the internal activities of Burma or any other country. In addition,
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the Thai government must establish better and clearer policies so that the
public servants at all level can fully understand and adhere to in order to move
positively forward.

However with the interest of Thailand in mind and with the increased
awareness in democratic governing and human rights issues that is acepted by
the people of the world, it is not certain that one of the minority groups may
be selected to be the future administration of the country. Therefore, Thailand
should maintain contact with the leaders of all the different minority groups in
terms of humanitarian assistaaance. Simultaneously, as a country that shares a
long security borderline with each other, Thailand should publicly inform the
world, especially, western countries so they can understand the reason to why
Thailand must maintain good relation with the present Burmese
administration. Furthermore, by maintaining close ties with Burma, Thailand
may be able to induce and persuade the Burmese government to reconcile its’
differences with the people of all the minority fractions in order to bring about
unity, freedom of rights and democracy to the country. By doing so it will
assist the world to understand Burma much better and the role Thailand plays
in regional security that ultimately reduces the security problem along the

border.
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