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The purpose of this research is to study the relationships between
personal factors, such as gender, income, the period of iliness, the knowledge
of self-care and the support from health-care providers with a self-care agency
to get cancer patients receiving chemotherapy to take care of themselves. The
study used Orem’s Theory of Self-care. The sample group included 380 cancer
patients receiving chemotherapy in Ramathibodi Hospital. The instrument was
self-administered questionnaires and its contents consisted of four parts: personal
factors, a knowledge of self-care, the self-care agencies, and the support of health

care providers regarding cancer patients receiving chemotherapy respectively.
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The data were analyzed by using frequencies, percentages, means, standard
deviation, a Chi-square test and Pearson’s Product-Moment Correlation
Coefficient.

The results of the study were as follows.

1. The study indicated that cancer patients recetving chemotherapy had
a high level of knowledge of self-care agency at 73.7 percent.

2. The study indicated that 77.6 percent of cancer patients receiving
chemotherapy treatment had a high capacity to self-care agency.

3. Personal factors: income had a significant positive relationship to
self-care agency among cancer patients receiving chemotherapy (p < .05).
But gender and the period of illness did not correlate with self-care agency among
cancer patients receiving chemotherapy (p > .05).

4. A knowledge of self-care positively correlated significantly with
self-care agency among cancer patients receiving chemotherapy (p < .05).

5. The support from health care providers of cancer patients
significantly related to self-care agency among cancer patients receiving

chemotherapy (p < .05).
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