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The objective of this thesis is to study the role of the Administrative
Court in protecting people’s rights and freedom. After the political reform by
drafting and promulgating the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E.
2540, which not only contains provisions that protect more people’s rights and
freedom than as protected by any previous Constitutions but also provides
various mechanisms to implement such the protection of rights and freedom,
especially the Administrative Court mechanism, it is wondered how the
Administrative Court plays a role in the protection of people’s rights and

freedom.
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The study reveals that the protection of people’s rights and freedom from
unduly exercising State power and the protection of equality of people before
the law are the fundamental principles of a democratic regime of government.
In this connection, the Administrative Court is treated as an important process
for concretely guaranteeing people’s rights and freedom. Since the Administrative
Court started its operation, there have been many cases submitted to it with
high expectation of its roles in many aspects. Such the roles are, for example,
being the mechanism controlling and reviewing the exercise of State power,
controlling the administrative acts from depriving people of rights and freedom,
and most importantly, taking the role as the guarantee thereof. Although there is
some awareness among people in response to the Administrative Court
mechanism as the result of continuing political reform campaigns, one of the
important reasons for such awareness and for trust given to it by people is the
real success of the Administrative Court in protecting and guaranteeing their
rights and freedom. Such success comes from the mechanism giving the
Administrative Court an autonomy power to search and gather all evidence on its
own initiative, with simple and convenient procedural rules: a claim can be
submitted by post and not in the same form as in a normal court, and,
especially, the free and speedy procedure that expedites the process free of
charge. This is to say that the Administrative Court mechanism is designed for
the real protection and guarantee of people’s rights and freedom. Therefore, the
philosophy of protecting rights and freedom should be based on the least

burdened mechanisms.
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At the same time, the phenomenon that people have confidence in the
Administrative Court mechanism when they need legal protection in the case
of disputes between them and the State will trigger the interest in other
mechanisms under the Constitution and enhance political awareness among the
people. These mechanisms could push people to participate more in politics and
public administration and may be an important part in bringing success and

development to the political and governmental regime in Thailand.
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