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The purposes of this study are threefold: (1) to study the development
of Thai political parties, (2) to study the Democrat Party which is the oldest
political party in Thailand, and (3) to study how Thai political parties
institutionalize to be political institution. |

The study is done on the basis of qualitative research using documents

such as textbooks, articles, relevant papers, etc.
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It is found, as the results, that 170616

(1) Thai political parties in the past could not develop into political
institution since political power was basically vested in the military junta.
~ Nowadays, the military stops intervening in the political arena; such an incident
results in more political stability and gives more chances for political parties
to be institutionalized. It is seen, as a consequence, that the economic elites
become more active in politics;

(2) As the oldest political party in Thailand, the 59-year-old Democrat
Party set up three coalition governments under the premierships of Mr. Khuang
Apaiwong, M. R. Seni Pramoj, and Mr. Chuan Leekpai;

(3) Such long political development helps the Democrat Party become
more politically strong and gain more potential in administering the party.

~ This finally results in political institutionalization of the party.
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