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Truck drivers in Thailand must perform their duties according to the
purposes of their employers in order to get paid and need stability in their daily
lives both for themselves and their family. Dnvmg a truck over a long period of
time causes several problems and affects their living and lifestyle. On the other
hand, entrepreneurs or employers operate their business in such a way as to gain
the maximum profit with a minimum of investment. At times, most employers
focus solely on maximizing profits and do not care about their truck drivers’
living conditions. In fact, business will proceed well depending on a number of -
factors, for instance paying fair remuneration, preventing potential accidents, and
providing appropriate welfare benefits to the truck drivers, which is essential.
Following the above-mentioned criteria will encourage truck drivers to work
efficiently and will reduce the number of traffic accidents. However, truck

drivers should drive or work in accordance with their physical condition as well.
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With truck-driving tasks, employers can play a key role in reducing traffic
accidents by conducting their business in accordance with the law without taking
advantage of the truck drivers and without assigning them excessive workloads,
in addition to providing them with adequate welfare. Ensuring the well-being of
truck drivers can result in their leading happy, healthy, stable lives, and ensure
that they are ready to perform their tasks efficiently. In fact, truck drivers,
whatever company they work for, hold positions as company employees;
however, their employers do not provide them with adequate welfare to
encourage them to work in an efficient and safe manner.

The above-mentioned problems prompted the author to study and research
the history and meaning of labor welfare, the causes of problems, and truck
drivers’ work. After studying and researching this area, it was found that the
provision of labor welfare by entrepreneurs or employers at f)resent does not
sufficiently cover truck drivers in accordance with the Labor Protection Act 1997,
Sections 95 and 99. This is due to the fact that the Ministry of Labor has the
authority to issue a Ministerial Order to force the employers to comply with the
order and provide the relevant welfare benefits to the truck drivers. Moreover, the
Ministry also has the authority to determine the standard of the relevant welfare
provided. Therefore, the employers must comply with the Ministerial Order,
Section 95 as stated above. So far, no such law has yet been passed regarding
Ministerial Orders on providing welfare to the truck drivers, nor have the
regulations for issuing a permit and the regulations for extending the validity of a

driving license that are directly applicable to truck drivers.
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In conclusion, it is appropriate to issue the Ministerial Order on providing
welfare to truck drivers, including issuing the relevant regulations and provisions
with regard to issuing a permit or extending the validity of a driving license. In
this thesis, the author points out that such a Ministerial Order would enhance the
living condition of truck drivers, and at the same time reduce traffic accidents,

which in turn would be a way of solving social problems as well.
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