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Thailand is an agricultural country. Most of its population are farmers.
Land and water supply resources are considered to be the most important elements
for their products. However, a key issue is the shortage of the water supply
due to variation in the meteorological conditions. Therefore, the executive
branch of the government should have efficient water supply management
programs that can solve long-term water supply problems. The Thai Constitution
has provided under Section 84 that the State must procure water resources and
distribute them to the farmers equitably. The shortage of water supply resources
has created conflicts among the people in the areas concerned and these problems

have been increasing. It also has been found that the laws related to the
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management and distribution of water supplies do not conspicuously fix the
rights of the people to their water supply.

The objective of this thesis is to study the laws related to procuring
water supply resources which the State is under an obligation to carry out in
accordance with the intent of the Constitution. The study is based on the
fundamental state policies and the Draft Water Act which is the key legislation
in this area. The study includes the current legislation and the measures provided
therein which shall constitute the mechanism for solving water supply shortage
problems. The results of the study shall be used as guidelines for amendments
of the legislation and the administration of the state affairs which are geared
to give protection to the water rights of farmers against the water rights of
those in the industrial sector and local communities. The current water supply
programs tend to favor the affluent industrialists who divert the water supplies
into their sector which creates a shortage of water supplies to the people who
make their living farming. These small scale farmers cannot compete with the
large scale industrialists who tend to monopolize the marketing of agricultural
products.

As a result it is hoped that the future legislation related to water supplies
takes into account the rights of the small scale farmers who survive by farming.
The Government should stress the policy of equitable distribution of water
supplies. At the same time, sustained small scale reservoirs should be developed.
People should always be reminded to use water supplies to their utmost benefit.

The efficient enforcement of water supply legislation should be increased. The
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coordination between the communities should be promoted. The management
of water distribution should be transferred to various localities which should
develop its own laws, management' programs and information resources to the
level of the highest efficiency. However, all these measures as well as the close
supervision of the central Government to prevent the industrial monopolization
of the water resources must be taken into account to see if they are under the

authority of the Constitution.
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