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The objective of this research is to study the current compromise
process of criminal disputes with a view to improving and amending the current
draft legislation regarding the Compromise of Criminal Disputes at the Police
Interrogation Stage proposed by the National Police Office. This legislation is
necessary so that the interrogation officer can apply it to the compoundable
offenses, offenses committed negligently, petty offenses or offenses with a
maximum imprisonment not exceeding five years. The compromise process is
based on the idea of restorative justice in criminal proceedings with the
emphasis on victims or other injured persons being rapidly compensated.
Moreover, the compromise legislation provides the opportunity for the accused,
the victim, and the community to participate in upholding justice and preventing

crime and also promoting the well-being of the society.

(6)



174416

This study reveals that there are several countries which have introduced
the process of the compromise of criminal disputes into their criminal justice
system in order to resolve criminal disputes without having to resort to formal
court proceedings. These countries include the Philippines, Sri Lanka, England,
Japan, China, and the U. S. A. All of these countries apply the process of
compromising minor criminal infractions to suit the needs of the communities
and to settle criminal disputes amicably. Compromising criminal disputes
involves two different procedures--formal and informal. However, both of
these procedures are aimed at settling criminal disputes rapidly in order to
avoid bringing the criminal cases to court.

After conducting this research, the author has made several
recommendations. In summary, the draft legislation of the Compromise of
Criminal Disputes at the Police Interrogation Stage should be revised to provide
more clarity so that there are uniform standards of application. The compromise
of criminal disputes is a vital and interesting process that should be applied to
the offenses mentioned in the draft legislation. Actually, in the performance of
their duties, the interrogation officers have unofficially applied the process of
compromising criminal disputes for quite some time. The revision of the draft
legislation is expected to enable the process of compromising criminal
disputes to be more uniform and standardized and will improve the current

Thai justice system.
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