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This study is done on the basis of documentary research us'igg historical
approach to investigate the decline of absolute power in Siam from 1868 to
1932.

It is found, as a\result, that the decline of absolute power was a
consequence of social transformation gradually proceeded from the reign of
King Rama IV to the latter part of the reign of King Rama V. Such change
had significant impacts upon the decline of absolute power in the reign of
King Rama VI and King Rama VII. Critical incidents in the reign of King
Rama VI could be seen in the coup d’état of 1912, the administrative and

financial problems, and criticism about the Court; whereas critical incidents
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in the reign of King Rama VII started with the unsolved problems descended
from the former King, world economic crisis, conflicts within the cabinet,
criticism on absolutism and the spread of democratic ideology among officials

in the military and the civil service system.
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